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Pledge  to  fix  high  school  overcrowding 

Superintendent  has  plan  to  ease  situation  at  Washington ,  Lincoln 


by  Carol  Dimmick 

Superintendent  Arlene 
Ackerman  responded  to  a  bar¬ 
rage  of  criticism  from  parents 
and  teachers  at  two  popular  west 
side  high  .-chools  threatened  with 
overcrowding  by  pledging  addi¬ 
tional  resources  and  pointing  to 
her  five-year  academic  plan  for 
answers. 

Ackerman  called  the  enroll¬ 
ment  crisis  at  George 
Washington  High  School  in  the 
Richmond  District  and  Abraham 


Lincoln  High  School  in  the 
Sunset  District  “temporary.” 

She  said  the  way  to  relieve 
overcrowding  at  the  two  popular 
schools  is  by  offering  better  in¬ 
structional  support  at  lower 
achieving  schools  and  imple¬ 
menting  her  five-year  “Excel¬ 
lence  for  All”  academic  plan. 
The  plan  calls  for  redesigning  the 
school  system  to  create  new 
types  of  secondary  schools,  in¬ 
cluding  new  small  high  schools. 

”My  new  proposal  will  be  at¬ 
tractive  to  parents,”  Ackerman 


predicted. 

The  school  district  recently 
announced  that  it  has  $300,000 
in  planning  funds  available  to  de¬ 
velop  proposals  for  the  plan. 

Ackerman  said  she  expects 
the  process  to  move  forward 
once  a  comprehensive  report  on 
the  state  of  the  district’s  facilities 
is  completed  this  summer. 

”1  am  waiting  for  Tony  Irons 
to  complete  a  Master  Facilities 
Plan  which  should  be  ready  in 
August.  This  will  tell  us  where 
we  can  put  new  small  schools  to 


relieve  some  of  the  crowding,” 
she  said. 

The  controversy  began  several 
months  ago  when  enrollment  for 
the  fall  term  at  the  two  popular 
west  side  high  schools  took  a 
quantum  leap.  Critics  say  the  cul¬ 
prit  is  the  “diversity  index,”  the 
school  district’s  new  admission 
policy. 

The  goal  of  the  new  policy  - 
to  achieve  a  balance  between  the 
different  classes  and  educational 
levels  in  the  schools  -  is  the  dis¬ 
trict’s  answer  to  ending  decades 
of  segregation  that  has  plagued 
the  city’s  public  schools.  For 
hundreds  of  west  side  Asian  stu¬ 
dents,  however,  it  meant  they 
were  denied  admission  to  their 
neighborhood  schools  and  as¬ 
signed  to  lower-achieving 
schools  in  another  part  of  the 
City. 

Tempers  reached  the  boiling 
point  this  spring  when  angry 
west  side  parents  pressured 
school  board  members  to  open 
up  more  slots  at  Lincoln  and 
Washington.  Critics  blame 
Ackerman  for  caving-in  to  politi¬ 
cal  pressure  when  she  increased 
their  enrollment  by  250  students. 

The  problem  was  compound¬ 
ed  when  the  schools  were  asked 
to  absorb  an  additional  100  trans¬ 
fer  students  the  next  school  year 

Continued  on  page  10 


by  Carol  Dimmick 

A  new  $7.3  million  project  to 
redesign  the  Richmond  Branch 
Library  was  unveiled  before  the 
San  Francisco  Library 
Commission,  where  it  received 
strong  support  from  community 
members  and  library  officials. 

Once  a  critic  of  the  project, 
Ron  Miguel,  president  of  the 
Planning  Association  for  the 
Richmond  (PAR),  told  commis¬ 
sioners  at  the  June  20  meeting 
that  Richmond  District  residents 
were  behind  the  new  design. 

“The  landscape  works,  the  de¬ 
tail  works,  it’s  the  only  logical 
scheme  ....  It  works  for  the  pub¬ 
lic,”  Miguel  said. 

In  the  spring,  Richmond  resi¬ 
dents  sent  library  officials  back 
to  the  drawing  board  when  they 
unanimously  rejected  two  plans 
to  remodel  the  Ninth  Avenue 
branch  library  that  would  have 
dramatically  altered  the  function 
and  the  appearance  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  Andrew  Carnegie-inspired 
concept. 

The  seismically  unsound 
structure  is  in  line  for  a  facelift  as 
a  result  of  a  $106  million  bond 
measure  approved  by  San 
Francisco  voters  in  November 
2000. 

The  new  design  presented  to 
commissioners  features  a 
“wings”  concept  that  was  the 
overwhelming  choice  of  neigh¬ 
bors,  library  staff  and  design  ex¬ 
perts  who  participated  in  a  four- 
day  public  workshop  that  took 
place  in  the  Richmond  District  in 
early  June. 

Jill  Stoner,  a  design  facilitator 
and  principal  with  Stoner  Meek 
Architecture  and  Urban  Design,' 
told  commissioners  the  “wings” 
design  won  hands-down  over 
three  other  concepts. 

The  new  design  features  two 
north/south  two-story  additions 
that  will  give  the  10th  Avenue 
side  of  the  existing  building  its 
own  unique  character.  The  wings 
are  linked  by  a  “Winter  Garden” 
area  that  serves  as  an  indoor-out¬ 
door  space. 

Two  of  the  community’s  con¬ 
cerns  -  preserving  the  Ninth 
Avenue  historic  entrance  with  its 
main  reading  room  and  keeping 
the  children’s  room  in  its  existing 
space  -  were  incorporated  into 
the  new  floor  plan. 

The  design  also  features  a 
new  teen  center  and  a  program 

Continued  on  page  10 


Alexandria  Theater  may  close, 
property  is  'up  for  development' 


by  Meg  Dixit 

In  what  seems  to  be  a  dying  breed,  another  San 
Francisco  movie  theater  is  up  for  grabs.  This  one  is 
in  the  Richmond  District's  own  backyard,  the 
Alexandria  Theater,  located  on  Geary  Boulevard 
and  18th  Avenue. 

Standing  at  its  present  location  since  it  was  built 
in  1923,  the  1,000  plus-seat  triplex,  with  an  adjacent 
parking  lot,  and  a  total  area  of  37,000  square  feet,  is 
on  the  market. 

David  Heller,  President  of  the  Greater  Geary 
Boulevard  Merchants  Association,  said  he  heard 
about  the  possibility  of  a  sale  one  month  ago. 

“I  heard  through  the  grapevine  that  groups  of  de¬ 
velopers,  including  a  non-profit  developer,  were 
looking  into  the  possibility  of  demolishing  it  and  re¬ 
building  an  apartment  complex  on  the  site.  I’d  hate 


to  see  it  go  but  if  it’s  not  doing  well,  I  understand 
the  economics  behind  it,”  Heller  said. 

Previously  owned  by  United  Artists,  which  filed 
for  bankruptcy  and  merged  with  Regal 
Entertainment  Group  this  year,  the  Alexandria’s 
performance  is  “marginal  at  best,”  according  to 
Dick  Westerling,  senior  vice  president  of  marketing 
and  advertising  at  Regal  Entertainment  Group,  lo¬ 
cated  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 

Westerling  did  not  confirm  any  specifics  on  sales 
or  possible  buyers,  but  he  did  mention  that  the  prop¬ 
erty  is  “up  for  redevelopment”  and  that  there  is  “a 
lot  of  interest”  in  the  property. 

A  project  review  meeting  was  been  held  between 
the  SF  Planning  Commission  and  Sunnyvale  devel¬ 
oper  Yamayoka  Companies  last  October,  but  noth- 
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Two  major  Golden  Gate  Park  projects  set  to  begin 


by  Lauren  D.  Yee 

Those  familiar  with  Golden 
Gate  Park  will  be  noticing  some 
changes  this  summer. 

Workers  are  already  making 
preparations  to  rehabilitate  the 
ailing  North  Lake,  as  the  first  of 
two  projects  by  the  San 
Francisco  Department  of 
Recreation  and  Parks  to  improve 
Golden  Gate  Park.  The  second 
project,  which  is  set  to  begin  lat¬ 
er  this  year,  includes  traffic  lane 
realignment  at  the  park’s  East 
Entrance. 

The  North  Lake  rehabilitation, 
which  is  slated  to  begin  in  July, 
will  feature  a  total  redevelop¬ 
ment  of  the  lake.  Contracted  to 
Subsurface  Environmental  Corp, 
the  $2.8  million  plan  entails 
“draining  the  lake  and  excavating 


all  the  silt  and  other  fine  materi¬ 
als,”  according  to  project  director 
Dan  Mauer. 

Mauer  said  the  root  of  the 
North  Lake's  troubles  lies  in  its 
depth,  which  has  become  more 
and  more  shallow  throughout  the 
years.  “The  lake  is  basically 
leaking,"  he  said.  "We  want  to  re¬ 
define  the  bed  and  bring  in  native 
plants.” 

In  place  of  the  lake's  currently 
silt-filled  bottom,  the  department 
plans  to  install  a  clay  lining  on 
the  lake  floor  to  stop  gradual  wa¬ 
ter  loss  and  bring  the  lake  back 
up  to  its  normal  depth. 

When  a  lake  is  as  shallow  as 
the  North  Lake  is,  “it  warms  up 
and  when  the  temperature  warms 
up,  it  affects  the  wildlife  in  the 
lake,”  Mauer  said,  adding  that 
over  the  years  many  types  of  ex¬ 


otic  and  invasive  plants,  which 
thrive  in  the  shallower  depths, 
have  overrun  the  North  Lake, 
making  the  lake  difficult  for  the 
staff  to  maintain. 

According  to  Mauer,  draining 
and  redeveloping  a  lake  is  not 
unusual,  especially  when  the  lake 
is  artificial,  as  the  North  Lake 
and  several  other  lakes  around 
the  park  are.  Like  the  North 
Lake,  these  other  artificial  lakes 
will  most  likely  go  through  the 
same  process  once  adequate 
funding  can  be  secured. 

The  multimillion-dollar  reha¬ 
bilitation  finally  makes  use  of 
funds  from  the  1992  Park 
Infrastructure  Bond.  The  planned 
improvements  to  the  park’s  East 
Entrance  will  also  draw  from  the 
same  source  of  bond  money,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  May  1  memo  from 
Mauer  to  the  Finance  Committee 
of  the  SF  Recreation  and  Park 
Commission. 

In  the  memo,  engineers 
estimated  the  total  cost  of  the 
East  Entrance  construction  to  be 
$932,790.  Although  King  C. 
Electric  Inc.  submitted  the  lowest 
bid  for  the  job,  the  commission  is 
currently  reviewing  a  dispute 
over  the  bid. 

Mauer  said  the  Recreation  and 
Park  Commission  will  meet 
again  in  July  to  determine  whom 
they  will  award  the  contract  to. 
Once  the  commission  has  chosen 
a  contractor,  construction  will 


begin  on  the  project  after  a  two- 
month  waiting  period. 

The  major  improvements  to 
the  East  Entrance  include  reduc¬ 
ing  the  number  of  lanes  going 
through  the  park  from  Fell  Street 
and  John  F.  Kennedy,  Jr.  Drive, 
as  well  as  the  eastbound  route 
exiting  the  park. 

Mauer  said  the  renovation  to 
the  East  Entrance  is  meant  to 
“slow  the  speed  of  traffic  into  the 
park.” 

According  to  Mauer,  another 
goal  of  the  plan  is  to  “improve 
pedestrian  and  cyclist  safety.” 
The  project  will  add  a  bicycle 
lane  for  cyclists  near  the  park's 
panhandle  heading  westbound 
along  JFK  Drive,  as  well  as  de¬ 
crease  the  turning  angle  of  traffic 
in  the  park  via  reconfigued  traffic 
lanes,  thereby  making  turning  on 
the  road  safer. 

Although  the  estimated  six 
months  of  construction  on  the  en¬ 
trance  could  span  until  June  of 
next  year,  depending  on  how 
quickly  construction  begins, 
Mauer  said  cars  typically  going 
through  the  East  Entrance  will  be 
diverted  to  “alternate  traffic  rout¬ 
ing  so  as  not  to  impede”  the  flow 
of  traffic. 

“It  (traffic)  won’t  be  worse 
than  it  is  now,”  Mauer  said. 

Though  the  reduction  of  lanes 
will  decrease  the  number  of  cars 
able  to  travel  through  the  lanes, 
engineers  who  have  studied  the 


roads  have  told  Mauer  that  the 
fewer  number  of  lanes  will  not 
adversely  affect  the  flow  of  traf¬ 
fic  once  the  East  Entrance  is 
opened  again. 

The  memo  also  mentioned 
other  improvements,  such  as  im¬ 
proving  roadway  markings  and 
modifying  the  traffic  signal  at 
Stanyan  Street  and  Kezar  Drive. 
Mauer  added  that  plans  also  in¬ 
clude  reducing  the  amount  of  as¬ 
phalt  near  the  East  Entrance  by 
converting  some  of  it  into  land¬ 
scape  and  adding  two  landscaped 
islands. 

Mauer  said  he  hopes  to  con¬ 
tinue  improvements  to  several 
other  sites  in  the  park  once  ade¬ 
quate  funding  becomes  available. 
However,  according  to  Mauer, 
the  East  Entrance  and  the  North 
Lake  received  help  first  because 
they  “were  priorities”  on  the 
park’s  list. 

The  Recreation  and  Park 
Commission  targeted  the  North 
Lake  because  of  its  reputation  as 
“the  worst  lake  in  the  park”  con¬ 
dition-wise  and  the  East  Entrance 
because  it  “was  high  on  the  pub¬ 
lic’s  list”  in  terms  of  safety  con¬ 
cerns. 

Reward 
offered  in 
Fulton  St. 
hit  and  run 

San  Francisco  Mayor  Willie 
Brown  Jr.  has  authorized  a 
$10,000  reward  for  information 
leading  to  the  arrest  and  convic¬ 
tion  of  a  suspect  responsible  for 
running  down  a  70-year-old  man 
on  Fulton  Street. 

Chung  Lui  was  struck  as  he 
tried  to  cross  Fulton  Street  at 
24th  Avenue  on  Sunday,  April 
21,  at  7:05  a.m. 

Lui  died  from  injuries  suf¬ 
fered  from  the  impact  of  a  colli¬ 
sion  with  a  1997  to  2002  BMW 
sedan  or  station  wagon,  300  se¬ 
ries  model,  according  to  SFPD 
Inspector  Michael  Mahoney. 
Mahoney  was  able  to  determine 
the  make  of  the  hit-and-run  vehi¬ 
cle  from  broken  shards  of  glass 
at  the  scene.  The  vehicle  proba¬ 
bly  has  front  end  damage  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  collision. 

Anyone  who  has  information 
concerning  the  case  (#020-479- 
968)  is  urged  to  call  Mahoney  at 
553-1641  or  553-1194  or  the 
SFPD  Operations  Center  at  553- 
1071. 
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Merchant  president  blasts  new 
parking  meters  on  Clement  St. 


It's  a  hit 


Photo:  Paul  Kozakiewicz 

Two  members  of  the  San  Francisco  Little  League 
teams  the  Pirates  and  Angels  lead  their  coaches  and 
teammates  reciting  the  Little  League  Oath  before  par¬ 
ticipating  in  championship  games  at  Treasure  Island 
June  16.  Championship  games  played  by  athletes  in 
three  age  divisions  capped  the  first  full  season  that 
the  City  has  had  its  own  Little  League. 


by  Lauren  D.  Yee 

For  those  of  you  who  remem¬ 
ber  the  days  when  parking  meters 
were  a  newfangled  invention,  get 
ready  for  the  latest  innovation  in 
meters. 

Frequenters  of  Clement  Street, 
namely  between  Seventh  and 
Eighth  avenues,  will  be  able  to 
use  the  new  electronic  parking 
meters,  as  part  of  the  city’s  most 
recent  parking  experiment. 

According  to  San  Francisco 
Department  of  Parking  and 
Traffic  Director  George  Rey¬ 
nolds,  having  the  electronic  me¬ 
ters,  which  limit  parking  to  two 
hours,  was  “something  we  were 
thinking  about  for  several  years.” 

Model  sailboat 
championships 
to  be  held  at 
Spreckels  Lake 

The  SF  Model  Yacht  Club  is 
hosting  the  national  model  sail¬ 
boat  championships  on  Spreckels 
Lake  from  July  12  to  July  21. 

Model  boat  skippers  from 
throughout  the  U.S.  and  Canada 
are  expected  to  participate  in  the 
model  boat  racing  competition. 

Events  will  take  place  at 
Spreckels  Lake,  located  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  near  Fulton 
Street  and  37th  Avenue,  from  1 
p.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  Competition 
between  Wheelers  will  take  place 
July  12  through  14;  Soling  One 
Designs  July  15  through  July  1 7; 
and  U.S.  One  Meters  July  19 
through  July  21. 


Whereas  drivers  can  continu¬ 
ally  feed  the  traditional  meter  be¬ 
yond  two  hours,  the  electronic 
meter  has  a  device  built  in  under¬ 
neath  the  car  that  senses  when  a 
vehicle  has  been  in  the  space  for 
more  than  two  hours.  When  the 
driver  moves  the  vehicle  from 
the  space,  the  meter  resets. 

Reynolds  said  that  the  elec¬ 
tronic  meters  are  preferable  be¬ 
cause  of  “their  flexibility  and  ac¬ 
curacy.” 

Though  the  installation  of 
each  electronic  meter  costs  ap¬ 
proximately  $100  more  than  that 
of  the  traditional  type,  Reynolds 
said  he  expects  the  electronic 
meters  to  garner  more  revenue 
from  parking  fees.  The  electronic 
meters,  which  are  less  prone  to 
jamming  as  regular  meters,  re¬ 
quire  less  maintenance  since  they 
do  not  need  to  be  fixed  as  often. 
As  a  result,  Reynolds  said,  in  the 
end  the  electronic  meters  may 
lower  the  cost  of  maintaining  the 
city's  parking  meters. 

As  efficient  as  the  new  meters 
may  be,  Clement  Street 
Merchants  Association  President 
Irwin  Phillips  said  he  is  opposed 
to  the  installation  of  the  electron¬ 
ic  meters. 

"With  a  deficit  in  the  budget, 
cuts  in  salaries  and  the  laying  off 
of  people,  why  are  they  going  out 
and  spending  more  money?” 
Phillips  said.  “Just  leave  the  me¬ 
ters  alone  and  doa’t  go  digging 
up  the  streets.” 

Phillips  said  simply  installing 
the  new  meters  “ties  up  a  parking 
stall  for  a  day  or  two,”  thereby 
cutting  into  business. 

Phillips  also  argues  that  hav¬ 


ing  the  electronic  meters  is  “a  rip 
off  to  the  public.” 

“You  put  a  quarter  in  to  pay 
for  a  spot  for  an  hour,”  Phillips 
said,  adding  that  if  you  drive 
away  before  that  hour  is  over, 
“you  don’t  gefthe  rest  of  that 
hour  on  the  meter.” 

However,  Harvey  Louie  said 
he  finds  the  electronic  meter’s  re¬ 
sistance  to  jamming  a  particular 
benefit  compared  to  the  old  me¬ 
ters. 

“When  a  meter  gets  jammed, 
you  lose  a  couple  days  of  rev¬ 
enue  there,”  Louie  said.  “That’s 
five  or  six  dollars  a  day.” 

As  for  the  two-hour  time  lim¬ 
it,  Reynolds  said  he  believes  the 
limit  creates  “more  turnaround,” 
thereby  allowing  “more  space  for 
customers.” 

Although  the  meter  will  reset 
once  the  driver  has  moved  their 
car  out  of  the  space,  Reynolds 
said  he  does  not  believe  many 
people  will  try  to  avoid  the  time 
limit  by  backing  out  and  return¬ 
ing  to  their  previous  spaces. 

“People  don’t  have  the  time  to 
go  back  into  spaces,”  he  said. 

According  to  Reynolds, 
Clement  Street's  electronic  me¬ 
ters  are  part  of  a  trial  run  to  up¬ 
date  the  city’s  meters.  Reynolds 
said  so  far  electronic  meters 
make  up  about  50  of  the  23,000 
parking  meters  throughout  the 
City. 

“We’re  not  sure  if  we're  going 
to  go  that  way,”  Reynolds  said  in 
regards  to  more  widespread  use 
of  the  electronic  meters. 

Reynolds  said  that  further  in¬ 
stallation  of  multi-space  electron¬ 
ic  meters  will  start  in  August, 


while  more  single-space  meters 
will  come  later  in  September. 
According  to  Reynolds,  sever¬ 


al  major  cities,  including  New 
York  Cit  and  Los  Angeles,  are  al¬ 
ready  using  the  electronic  meters. 


— 1 “ — - — _ 
Suf/w,  K  Market 

"YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  SUPERMARKET 
FOR  THE  PAST  86  YEARS" 

•  Quality  Foods  •  Low  Prices 
•  Free  Delivery 

6001  California  St.(at22ndAve.) 
221-7600 


CREW 
WORKING 

(CAREFULLY) 


At  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Company, 
we  realize  our  work  in  your  neighborhood 
may  be  an  inconvenience  to  you. 

So,  we're  doing  all  we  can  to 
keep  the  dust  and  disturbance  down. 
Finishing  as  soon  as  we  safely  can.  Leaving 
your  street  as  clean  as  we  can. 

For  more  information,  please  call  695-3451. 

To  learn  about  employment  opportunities, 
special  assistance  programs,  energy  conservation 
and  more,  log  on  to  pge.com. 


Pacific  Gas  and 
Electric  Company  . 


enjoy  an 


Environmentally  Friendly 
BBQ  &  Save  $MONEY$ 


B.B.  Q.  season  is  here! 

You  can  save  money  and  the 
environment  by  doing  what 
your  Grandmother  always  did 


USE  REUSABLE  PLATES,  CUPS,  UTENSILS  AND  CLOTH  NAPKINS 

No  plastics  sent  to  the  landfill;  no  trees  cut  down  for  paper  plates. 
And  your  food  will  look  more  elegant! 

DONATE  LEFTOVER  FOOD  TO: 

Food  Runner  (415)  929-1866  (for  cooked  food),  or 
SF  Food  Bank  (415)  282-1900  (for  uncooked  food) 


For  more  information  call 

San  Francisco  Department  of  the  Environment  at  (415)  355-3700 


SF  Environment 


Department  of  the  Environment 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 
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Nine  Great  Blue  Herons  born  at 
Stow  Lake  learning  to  fly 


by  Ryder  W.  Miller 

The  neighborhood  welcomed 
new  residents  to  Golden  Gate 
Park  in  May  and  June  as  park 
visitors  gathered  to  watch  how 
the  new  Great  Blue  Heron  chicks 
fared  at  Stow  Lake  this  season. 

As  of  June  12,  nine  new  Great 
Blue  Herons  were  born  at  three 
nests  at  Stow  Lake,  three  of 
which  have  fledged  (learned  how 
to  fly).  The  total  number  of  Great 
Blue  Heron  chicks  fledged  at  the 
lake  to  date  is  47.  The  Heron 
colony,  which  is  easily  visible  in 
Golden  Gate  Park,  is  located  in 
the  trees  on  Heron  Island  near 
the  Boat  House  at  Stow  Lake  and 
the  larger  Strawberry  Island. 

Over  the  years  some  of  the 
heron  nests  have  fallen  from  their 
perches,  reminding  observers 
how  sensitive  the  conditions  for 


|  |  McCarthy 

LVIT  Roofing 


Serving  S.F.  and  the 
entire  Bay  Area 

Specializing  in: 

/  Build-Up  Tar  &  Gravel  Roofs 
/  Composition  Shingles 
/  Gutter  Cleaning 
/  Repairs  and  Maintenance 
/  Shake  Conversions 
/  Tile  Roofs 

FREE  ESTIMATES 

255-0105 

Dan  McCarthy 

3rd  Generation  Roofer 
Formerly  with  McCarthy  Roofing 

Senior  Special  (65  and  over) 
Receive  an  additional 
5%  discount  on  a 
complete  roofing  job 


the  existence  of  the  colony  are. 

Guides  were  present  over  the 
weekends  in  May  and  June  to  in¬ 
terpret  the  Stow  Lake  Heron  ob¬ 
servatory  site  because  of  The 
Heron  Explainer  Project,  spon¬ 
sored  by  The  California 
Academy  of  Sciences,  and  The 
Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society. 
The  director  of  the  program, 
Nancy  DeStefanis,  manages  the 
Stow  Lake  project  through  her 
organization  San  Francisco 
Nature  Education,  which  also 
held  a  bird  calling  contest  at  the 
Randall  Museum  in  May. 

DeStefanis,  a  lawyer  and  for¬ 
mer  community  organizer,  was 
the  site  coordinator  at  Stow  Lake 
for  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Bird 
Observatory’s  Colonial  Water- 
bird  Monitoring  Program. 

“I  was  constantly  stopped  by 
park  visitors  with  questions 
about  the  big  birds  flying  in  and 
out  of  the  nests,”  DeStefanis 
said. 

“Teachers  would  ask  me  to 
come  to  their  classrooms  and  talk 
about  the  Herons  and  to  lead  a 
nature  tour  for  the  kids  at  Stow 
Lake.” 

To  show  her  appreciation  for 
the  herons,  DeStefanis  started  the 
program  and  wrote  a  tune  with 
Sharon  Walters  -  “My  Blue 
Herons”  -  and  narrated  a  short 
documentary  by  Emmy-award- 
winning  director  Judy  Irving. 
Visitors  of  the  herons  at  Stow 
Lake  have  included  adults  and 
school  children. 

“The  one  thing  I  learned  about 
the  birds  is  the  more  you  watch 
the  more  you  see  unexpected  be¬ 
haviors,”  DeStefanis  said. 

Helen  Pratt,  a  field  ornitholo¬ 
gist  who  studied  the  Herons  and 
Egrets  at  Audubon  Canyon 
Ranch  for  30  years,  agreed. 

“You  look  long  enough  you 
see  everything,”  Pratt  said  to 
DeStefanis. 

“I  totally  subscribe  to  the  phi¬ 


losophy  of  Ms.  Terwilliger,  the 
well  known  Bay  Area  Naturalist 
who  led  field  trips  for  30  years, 
who  said  Teach  children  to  love 
nature  because  adults  take  care  of 
the  things  they  love.'" 

DeStefanis  is  not  a  preserva¬ 
tionist  who  would  argue  that  na¬ 
ture  is  something  out  there  in  the 
unspoiled  wilderness,  something 
unspoiled  by  contact  with  cul¬ 
ture? 

“They  are  missing  out  on  all 
the  nature  in  our  own  public 
parks  and  backyards  and  that  na¬ 
ture  is  very  much  where  people 
are,”  DeStefanis  said.  “It  is  ev¬ 
erywhere.  It  is  the  bird  on  the 
telephone  wire  on  a  busy  street.” 

The  Great  Blue  Heron  (Ardea 
herodias)  was  first  officially  doc¬ 
umented  at  Stow  Lake  in  1993. 
They  have  been  nesting  at  Stow 
Lake  since  then.  They  are  also 
present  at  Audubon  Canyon 
Ranch  in  Marin  and  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  National  Wildlife 
Refuge. 

Though  not  an  endangered 
species,  the  Great  Blue  Heron  is 
the  largest  of  the  herons.  The 
birds  mark  the  presence  of  wet¬ 
land  environments.  With  its  long 
sharp  beak,  herons  hunt  for  fish 
in  local  waters. 

Egrets,  which  can  also  be 
found  in  the  park,  are  also  from 
the  same  order  -  Ciconiformes. 
Though  there  are  a  few  excep¬ 
tions,  most  of  the  Great  Blue 
Herons  can  only  be  found  at  the 
lake  between  January  and  July. 
Though  common  on  fresh  and 
salt  water,  the  wild  birds  are 
fragile. 

“Observing  these  beautiful 
and  charismatic  birds  is  its  own 
reward,”  said  DeStefanis,  who 
has  documented  unusual  sitings. 

“We  observed  one  of  the  par¬ 
ents  feeding  the  other  parent  at 
the  nest  with  a  freshly  caught 
fish.  Until  we  observed  this  it 
was  always  believed  that  each 


Food  for 
Thought 

Only  $17.95 


Cafe 


Riggio 


Weekday  Festal 

Please  join  us  for  our  super  special  dinners! 

Your  choice  of  Mixed  Green  Salad  or  Caesar  Salad  or  cup  of  Minestrone  Soup  and 
Chilled  Zabaglione  with  fresh  berry  garnish  for  Dessert 


SUNDAY  -  Braised  Lamb  Shank 
Jardiniere.  Served  with  Fresh 
Vegetables  and  Whipped  Potatoes 

MONDAY  -  Seafood  Cioppino  with 
Prawns,  Clams,  Mussels,  Sea 
Scallops  and  Garlic  Crostini 

TUESDAY-  Mixed  Grill  of  Home¬ 
made  Italian  Sausage,  Chicken 
Milanese,  Petite  Filet  Mignon 
Served  w/  Fresh  Vegetables  and 
Roasted  Garlic  Whipped  Potatoes 


WEDNESDAY  -  Filet  Mignon 
Served  with  Oven  Roasted  Red 
Creamer  Potatoes  and  Fresh 
Vegetables 

THURSDAY-  Prime  Rib  of  Beef 
Au  Jus,  Served  with  Baked  Potato 
and  Fresh  Vegetables 

Not  valid  on  holidays  or  with  other  promo¬ 
tions  and  no  substitutions.  Not  available  for 
carry  out. 


4112  Geary  Blvd.  at  5th 
i.  ^  5-11  p'm’  221-2114  •  Visa,  Mastercard 

Sun.  4:30-10  p.m.  FAX:  387-9119  www.caferiggio.com 


It's  a  family  affair 


Harriet  Miller  (right),  the  oldest  graduate  of  San 
Francisco  State  University’s  Class  of  2002,  and 
Rachel  Kanewske,  Miller’s  granddaughter,  receive  a 
standing  ovation  at  the  school's  June  commencement 
ceremonies. 

Oldest  grad  Richmond  resident 


Richmond  District  residents 
Harriet  Miller,  Kirsten  Leising 
and  J.  Guevara  were  three  of 
the  more  than  7,000  students 
graduating  from  San  Francisco 
State  University  this  year. 

At  84-years-old,  Harriet 
Miller  was  the  oldest  graduate 
of  SFSU’s  class  of  2002.  She 
received  a  bachelors  degree  in 
the  psychosocial  aspects  of  ag¬ 
ing  and  received  a  standing 
ovation  at  the  commencement 
ceremony.  After  retiring  in  her 
70’s,  she  began  taking  classes 
for  fun  in  language  and  cook¬ 
ing,  and  then  decided  to  seri¬ 
ously  pursue  a  degree.  Miller’s 
daughter,  who  encouraged  her 
mother’s  pursuit  of  a  college 
degree,  and  granddaughter, 
who  also  earned  a  bachelors 
degree  this  year,  are  very 
proud  of  her. 

Kirsten  Leising,  38,  was 


one  of  the  first  students  at 
SFSU  to  earn  a  degree  in  the 
new  environmental  studies 
program.  She  also  co-founded 
SFSU’s  environmental  studies 
student  group  and  is  a  high 
school  math  tutor  and  active 
member  of  the  San  Pedro 
Creek  Watershed  Coalition. 
She  plans  to  work  in  the  water¬ 
shed  restoration  field  in  the  fu¬ 
ture. 

Twenty-five-year-old  J. 
Guevara  was  one  of  eight 
Hood  Recipients  this  year.  One 
Hood  Recipient  is  chosen  from 
each  of  SFSU's  eight  academic 
colleges  to  represent  his  peers, 
and  Guevara  represented  his 
fellow  students  from  the 
College  of  Humanities.  He 
graduated  with  a  degree  in 
Creative  Writing  and  plans  to 
pursue  his  interest  in  a  journal-  I 
ism  career. 


bird  caught  its  own  food,” 
DeStefanis  said. 

For  more  information  about 
the  Great  Blue  Heron,  contact  the 

Pro-Am  league 

A  number  of  professional  and 
college  basketball  players  will 
show  off  their  talents  again  this 
summer  during  the  2002  SF  Bay 
Area  Pro-Am  Basket  Ball  season. 
There  are  8  teams  in  the  league. 
Games  are  played  at  the  Kezar 


Heron  Explainer  Project  or 
Nancy  DeStefanis  at  stowlake- 
project@yahoo.com  or  (415) 
876-5220. 

jams  at  Kezar 

Pavilion,  located  on  Stanyan 
Street  near  Waller  Street, 
Monday  through  Thursday  (ex¬ 
cept  July  4),  at  8  p.m.  The  pro- 
am  basketball  season  ends  Aug. 
16.  Admission  to  the  games  is 
free. 


RICHMOND  DISTRICT 


VMC  A 

360  18"'  Ave.  San  Francisco.  CA  94121  (415)  666-9622 
www.presidioymca.  ore 


SUMMER  QUEST  PROGRAM 


Now  through  August  16th  for  grades  K-5 

The  summer  program  includes  educational  projects,  community  projects, 
fun  and  nature-based  field  trips.  Also  included  are  Arts  and  Sports  clubs 
that  consist  of  Judo,  sailing,  basketball,  theatre  arts,  arts  and  painting 
and  baseball.  These  activities  are  structured  to  promote  a  fun  environ¬ 
ment  for  the  children  while  incorporating  YMCA  core  values.  For  more 
information  please  call  (415)  666-9603  or  (415)  666-9622. 


1’in.uu.i.tl  assistance,  to 
the  extent  possible,  is 
made  available  through 
the  ”enerosit\  of  our 
donors  anti  members. 
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We  build  stroll”  kids, 
stmii”  families, 
stroii”  communities. 


July  2002 


The  Richmond  ReView  •  S 


o 


n  Tuesday, 
Aug.  6, 
the 


Police  Beat 


Richmond  Police 
District,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the 
mayor's 

Neighborhood  _ 

Crime  Prevention 
Program,  will  host 
the  first  annual  "National  Night 
Out"  to  be  held  in  San  Francisco. 
The  Richmond  neighborhoods 
will  join  9,700  other 
communities  around  the  world  to 
participate  in  "America's  Night 
Out  Against  Crime." 

National  Night  Out  is  de¬ 
signed  to  heighten  crime  and 
drug  prevention,  generate  partici¬ 
pation  in  local  anti-crime  efforts 
and  strengthen  neighborhood 
spirit  and  police-community  part¬ 
nerships.  Most  importantly,  it  is 
designed  to  send  a  clear  message 
to  criminals,  letting  them  know 
your  neighborhood  belongs  to 
you. 

This  is  accomplished  in  large 
and  small  ways.  We  are  encour¬ 
aging  neighborhoods  to  organize 
cookouts,  parades,  flashlight- 
walks,  contests  and  youth  activi¬ 
ties.  Officers  in  the  district  will 
make  every  effort  to  visit  each 
block  party.  (I  hope  there  are 
many!) 

The  station  officers  and  I  will 
participate  by  organizing  a  dis¬ 
trict-wide  block  party.  We  will 
host  an  evening  cookout  and  sta- 


Marsha  Ashe 


tion  open  house.  This  will  begin 
at  6  p.m.  at  the  mini-park  located 
on  Seventh  Avenue,  between 
Geary  Boulevard  and  Anza 
Street.  We  plan  a  number  of  safe¬ 
ty  demonstrations,  including  an 
opportunity  to  see  a  police  dog  in 
action,  meet  with  officers  who 
work  in  your  neighborhood  and 
an  evening  parade. 

Anyone  who  is  interested  in 
organizing  their  own  block  party 
should  contact  me,  or  Safety 
Awareness  for  Everyone  (SAFE) 
at  533-1984,  for  more  informa¬ 
tion.  There  is  also  an  opportunity 
for  merchants  to  participate  by 
donating  goods  or  services  for  a 
raffle,  which  will  help  fund  next 
year's  events. 

And,  speaking  about  taking  a 
bite  out  of  crime,  one  of  our  new 
officers,  Kelly  Dunn,  stopped  a 
violent  crime  wave  in  the  district. 
In  early  June  we  had  a  two-night 
series  of  armed  street  robberies 
in  which  three  goons  armed  with 
a  handgun  confronted  a  single 
pedestrian. 

When  confronted  by  an  armed 
suspect,  almost  all  the  evidence 


supports  handing 
over  whatever  is 
being  asked  for,  re¬ 
gardless  of  whether 
or  not  you  are  on 
the  street  or  work¬ 
ing  in  a  business. 

With  each  police 
report  the  descrip¬ 
tions  were  the  same 
and  a  vehicle  was  used.  On  the 
second  night  of  the  spree,  Dunn 
was  working  alone  when  she  re¬ 
sponded  to  a  robbery  that  had 
just  been  committed. 

This  time,  a  very  observant 
and  brave  15-year-old,  who  came 
to  the  aid  of  the  victim,  obtained 
a  partial  license  plate  number. 
Dunn  went  back  to  the  police  sta¬ 
tion  and  worked  on  every  con¬ 
ceivable  combination  for  the  li¬ 
cense  plate. 

Her  efforts  paid  off  big  time. 
She  made  a  "match"  and  contact¬ 
ed  robbery  inspectors  Stephen 
Morimoto  and  Dan  Laydon,  who 
made  the  arrests  of  the  suspects 
and  are  preparing  a  case  for  trial. 

Officer  Dunn  is  still  a  proba¬ 
tionary  officer,  which  means  she 
is  still  being  trained  and  evaluat¬ 
ed.  It's  still  too  early  to  call,  but 
if  she  keeps  up  this  type  of  work 
we  might  just  keep  her! 

Until  next  month,  stay  safe. 

Capt.  Marsha  Ashe  is  the 
commanding  officer  at  the 
Richmond  District  Police 
Station. 


Police  Blotter 


Robbery,  with  Gun:  May  30, 
10:02  p.m.,  Unit  Block  of 
Scenic  Way 

A  young  couple  was  walking 
on  Scenic  Way  in  the  Sea  Cliff 
neighborhood  when  they  were 
approached  by  two  males. 

One  of  the  suspects  leveled  a 
handgun  at  the  victims  and  said, 
"Give  me  your  money." 

After  the  male  victim  said,  "I 
don't  have  any,"  one  suspect 
grabbed  the  woman's  purse.  The 
suspect  with  the  gun  then  told  the 
male  victim  to,  "Take  off  your 
jacket.  Don't  do  anything  stupid. 
My  cousin  is  kind  of  crazy." 

The  victim  complied  and  the 
suspect  confiscated  everything  in 
its  pockets.  After  telling  the  fe¬ 
male  victim  that  she  was  "pretty," 
the  suspects  ran  to  a  brown  Ford 
Taurus  parked  on  26th  Avenue. 
The  victims  were  unable  to  get 
the  vehicle's  license  plate  num¬ 
ber. 

Dog  Bite,  Attack:  June  11, 
10  a.m.,  Golden  Gate  Park 

A  jogger  running  by  the  dog¬ 
training  area  in  Golden  Gate  Park 
stopped  running  after  a  Labrador 
Retriever  jumped  the  fence  and 
approached  him. 

Thinking  the  dog  was  merely 
going  to  sniff  him,  the  victim 
was  surprised  when  it  bit  him 
several  times  on  his  right  leg. 

The  dog's  trainer  apologized 
and  the  victim  said  he  would  get 
his  own  medical  attention. 

Sexual  Assault,  Administer¬ 
ing  Drugs  to  Commit:  June  13, 
10  p.m.,  400  Block  of  Third 
Avenue 

A  24-year-old  woman  went  to 
a  Geary  Boulevard  bar  to  have  a 
drink  with  a  man  who  lived  in 
the  same  apartment  building  as 
the  victim  did. 

After  having  a  glass  of  wine, 
the  victim  tried  to  leave  but  the 
suspect  talked  the  woman  into 
having  another  drink,  which  he 
got  at  the  bar. 

After  drinking  the  second 
glass  of  wine,  the  suspect  report¬ 
ed  feeling  hot  and  she  started 


sweating  profusely.  Unable  to 
walk  home  by  herself,  the  sus¬ 
pect  assisted  her  to  her  apart¬ 
ment. 

After  convincing  the  victim  to 
let  him  in,  the  suspect  pulled  up 
the  victim's  shirt  and  bra  and 
started  touching  her  inappropri¬ 
ately.  The  suspect  also  penetrated 
the  victim's  vagina  with  his  fin¬ 
ger.  After  ejaculating  on  the  vic¬ 
tim's  leg,  the  victim  was  able  to 
talk  the  man  out  of  further  sexual 
advances. 

A  urine  sample  was  acquired 
from  the  victim  to  determine  if 
drugs  were  administered. 

Residential  Burglary:  June 
20,  11:05  p.m.,  100  Block  of 
Wood  Street 

An  officer  on  patrol  swerved 
to  miss  a  Silver  Acura  with  three 


males  inside.  After  executing  a 
traffic  stop,  a  call  came  over  the 
radio  about  an  attempted  bur¬ 
glary  that  had  just  occurred. 

The  suspects  in  the  car,  who 
matched  a  description  of  the  bur¬ 
glary  suspects,  were  arrested  and 
the  vehicle  was  towed. 

Sales  of  Tobacco  to  a  Minor: 
June  5,  4  p.m.  to  6:15  p.m.. 
Various  Locations  on  Geary 
Boulevard 

An  17-year-old  boy  acting  as 
a  decoy  for  the  police  departmen¬ 
t's  vice  detail  successfully  bought 
cigarettes  at  several  Richmond 
District  businesses. 

The  owners  of  the  businesses 
were  cited  for  misdemeanor 
crimes  and  will  have  to  make  an 
appearance  before  a  judge  at  the 
Hall  of  Justice. 


Make  This  Summer  a  Hit! 

...  WITH  KUNG  Fu 


Ideal  for  all  ages. 

Enjoy  benefits  that  really  pack 
a  punch!  Have  fun  &  get  in 
the  best  shape  ever! 

Muscle  Tone 
Weight  Loss 
Confidence 
Real  Self  Defense 


SPECIAL  SUMMER  PROGRAM 
6  Weeks  of  classes 
only  $89 

plus  ...  Receive  a  free  Sports  bag! 
OFFER  EXPIRES  AUG.  15,  2002 


(415)  752-5555  www.tatwong.com 

2901  Clement  St.  at  30th  Ave. 


www.sunsetsauna.com 
All  Credit  Cards  Accepted  •  Open  Daily 


. . . 

/  Swedish  Massage  \ 

59.95  for  1  Hour 


Mid-Week  Special 

54.95  for  1  Hour 


Gift  Certificates 
Available 

Call  Today! 


|  '  Monday  -  Friday  •  1  (Jam  to  5pm  = 

\  With  this  ad/expires  7/31/02  S 


1214  20th  Avenue  •  SF 

(415)  753-2559 
(800)  200-2559 


A  RENTER’S  WORST 
NIGlW,MARE: 


Discovering  your  landlord’s  insurance 
doesn’t  cover  your  stuff. 

That's  why  you  should  give  me  a  call  about  renters  insurance. 

I'm  right  in  the  neighborhood,  offering  the  same  kind  of  affordable 
protection  millions  of  homeowners  trust  to  cover  their  "stuff." 


See  Agent, 

STATK  FARM 

8 

Ernie  Louie,  CLU 

Lie.#  0700879 

2209  Clement  Street 

INSURANCI 

San  Francisco,  CA 
415-752-6119 


Like  a  good  neighbor,  State  Farm  is  there.® 


RENTERS 

INSURANCE 

statefarm.com™ 


State  Farm  Fire  and  Casualty  Company  •  State  Farm  General  Insurance  Company  •  Home  Offices:  Bloomington.  Illinois 
State  Farm  Lloyds  •  Home  Office:  Dallas.Texas  •  State  Farm  Florida  Insurance  Company  •  Home  Office:  Winter  Haven.  Florida 


..because  CITIKIDS 
has  everything 
for  your  baby: 
strollers,  car  seats, 
furniture,  clothing, 
and  more,  all 
under  one  roof! 

Plus,  CITIKIDS 
offers  selection, 
quality,  and  ser¬ 
vice  at  competi¬ 
tive  prices.  So, 
come  to  CITIKIDS 
first,  where  it's 
really  fun  to 
shop. 


CITIKIDS 


3rd  2nd  Arguello 

Ave.  Ave.  Blvd. 


■ _ 

Clement  St. 

Geary  Blvd. 

Free  Parking  in  Front  of  Store! 


•  1 52  Clement  Street 

at  3rd  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  94118 

•Call:  415-752-3837 

•  OPEN:  Mon-Sat  1 0  to  6 
Sunday  1 1  to  5 


Fashions  •  Baby  Needs  •  Toys  •  Gifts 
Nursery  Furniture  •  Car  Seats  •  Strollers  •  Bedding 
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Presidio 

Housing 

Supervisor  Leland  Yee 


Let  me  first 
state  that  I 
believe  the 
Presidio  Trust  has 
come  a  long  way  in 
addressing  the 
plethora  of  con¬ 
cerns  raised  by  San 
Francisco  residents 
and  city  Depart¬ 
ments  regarding  its  Presidio 
Trust  Management  Plan  (PTMP). 

The  Presidio  is  an  enormously 
valuable  resource  for  San 
Francisco.  It  accounts  for  nearly 
one-fifth  of  the  City's  open  space 
and  its  contribution  to  our  history 
is  unparalleled.  Much  of  the  evo¬ 
lution  of  the  park  is  due  to  the 
caring  and  watchful  eye  of  the 
U.S.  military  and  the  vision  of 
the  late  Phillip  Burton.  Now,  a 
quasi-government  entity,  The 
Presidio  Trust,  is  assuming  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  this  treasure. 
Given  the  nature  of  San 
Francisco,  the  decisions  of  the 
Trust  will  always  be  questioned. 

Civic  leaders  share  a  responsi¬ 
bility  with  the  Trust;  however,  to 
ensure  those  realistic  and  reason¬ 


New  From  Chronicle  Books: 


Caterina  Rando 

"Learn  to  Power  Think" 

Chronicle  Books  $14.95 

A  vibrant  guide  packed 
full  of  inspiration  and 
practical  ideas  that  show 
how  to  use  what  you 
already  have  to  create 
more  of  what  you  want. 

NOW  AVAILABLE  in 
Local  Bookstores, 
including 
Thidwick  Books 
7  Clement  St.  *831-1600 


able  solutions  for  the  evolution 
of  the  Presidio  are  given  thor¬ 
ough  review.  To  that  end  I  am 
presenting  some  thoughts  on  the 
housing  proposals  raised  in  the 
Presidio  Trust  Management  Plan. 

The  PTMP  recognizes  the  val¬ 
ue  in  reusing  the  Public  Health 
Service  Hospital,  located  just  in¬ 
side  the  Presidio  at  15th  Avenue 
and  Lake  Street,  by  "converting 
the  historic  hospital  to  residential 
use  if  feasible" 

There  are  many  examples  in 
recent  years  of  new,  assisted  liv¬ 
ing  developments  for  seniors  be¬ 
ing  approved  and  built  in  San 
Francisco.  The  Van  Ness  corridor 
is  host  to  many  of  these  large- 
scale  buildings,  with  the  new  St. 
Mark's  Tower  proposal  the  most 
recent.  As  residents  of  the 
Richmond  District,  adjacent  to 
the  main  entrance  to  the  Public 
Health  Hospital,  look  for  an  as¬ 
sisted  care  retirement  opportunity 
in  their  neighborhood,  the  selec¬ 
tion  is  virtually  absent. 

The  "Little  Sisters  of  the 
Poor"  facility  at  Lake  Street  and 
Fourth  Avenue  is  one  of  the  only 
choices.  It  makes  good  sense  to 
me  to  reuse  the  Public  Health 
Service  Hospital  for  senior  hous¬ 
ing. 

The  East  Housing  Area  con¬ 
tains  several  sub-areas  with  a  va¬ 
riety  of  housing  opportunities. 
Sumner  Avenue,  Simons  Loop, 
Leggett  Avenue  and  Portola 
Street  all  offer  significant  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  the  reuse  of  historic 
buildings  as  residential  housing. 
The  Trust  Management  Plan 
states  that  it  will,  "Preserve  and 
rehabilitate  historic  housing  clus¬ 
ters."  I  too  believe  that  this  is  a 
good  suggestion. 

Also  included  in  the  rehabili¬ 
tation  component  of  the  East 


Housing  Area  are 
non-historic  units 
along  Quarry  Road 
and  Sanchez 
Street.  These  units 
offer  additional 
long-term  residen¬ 
tial  use  and  should 
be  encouraged.  I 
do,  however,  sup¬ 
port  the  demolition  of  some  non- 
historic  residential  buildings  in 
the  Tennessee  Hollow  area  near 
El  Polin  Spring.  This  will  allow 
the  Tennessee  Hollow  creek  sys¬ 
tem  to  reestablish  as  the  headwa¬ 
ter  from  El  Polin  Spring  and  wa¬ 
tershed  area  to  a  creek  flowing  to 
the  Crissy  Field  Marsh  area.  This 
is  an  integral  component  of  a 
successful  ecosystem  restoration. 
It  should  be  noted  that  the  Trust 
is,  "committed  to  ensuring  the 
long-term  ecological  viability 
and  health  of  Crissy  Marsh." 

The  Trust  agrees  to  work  with 
the  National  Park  Service  and 
Golden  Gate  Parks  Association 
studying  "in  a  timely  manner" 
the  potential  for  expansion  of  the 
marsh  in  areas  that  were  formerly 
tidal  marsh  as  well  as  "examin¬ 
ing  options  for  ensuring  the 
health  of  the  marsh  without  ex¬ 
pansion."  It  is  incumbent  to  pur¬ 
sue  the  expansion  of  the  Crissy 
Marsh  to  its  originally  intended 
30  acres. 

Main  Post  housing  was  locat¬ 
ed  in  primarily  historic  buildings 
along  Montgomery  Street  and 
Funston  Avenue  and  in  barracks 
surrounding  the  parade  grounds. 
Although  the  PTMP  is  vague 
about  the  continuation  of  "hous¬ 
ing"  as  a  use  among  these  build 
ings,  it  does  acknowledge  that 
there  are,  "key  historic  building 
clusters,  streetscapes  and  neigh¬ 
borhoods  that  define  the  Main 
Post." 

Reuse  of  the  housing  units  on 
Montgomery  and  Funston,  as  tra¬ 
ditional  neighborhood  housing  is 
not  a  good  fit.  Their  proximity  to 
the  high  traffic,  high  intensity  use 
of  the  other  Main  Post  buildings 
is  not  conducive.  There  is  a 
short-term  transient  role  that 
some  of  these  buildings  can  ful¬ 


fill.  By  contrast,  the  historic 
housing  cluster  at  Infantry 
Terrace  is  most  appropriately 
used  as  long-term  rentals. 

The  Fort  Scott  Area  offers  one 
similar  opportunity  for  the  Main 
Post.  The  Pilots  Row  historic 
buildings  are  in  a  very  dramatic 
setting  overlooking  the  Golden 
Gate  Bridge  and  bay.  These  resi¬ 
dential  units  could  be  offered  as 
either  long-  or  short-term  rentals, 
depending  on  how  Ft.  Scott  is 
reused. 

I  do  not  agree  with  the  Trust 
in  their  suggestion  that  consider¬ 
ation  should  be  given  to,  "in¬ 
creasing  the  density  of,  or  replac¬ 
ing,  non-historic  housing  in 
North  Fort  Scott  behind  Pilots 
Row."  The  long-term  goal  at  this 
location  should  be  reforestation. 
The  remainder  of  Fort  Scott's 
historic  housing  on  Storey, 
Ruckman  and  Kobbe  avenues 
should  continue  as  long-term 
rental  opportunities. 

The  South  Hills,  East  and 
West  Washington  Street  (non-his- 
toric)  housing  units  are  situated 
adjacent  to  the  Historic  Ridgetop 
Forest  and  were  constructed  in 
areas  that  were  previously  forest¬ 
ed  and  open.  The  relatively 
sparse  distribution  of  these  units 
and  the  proximity  to  and  need  for 
additional  green  space  in  the  park 
lends  to  consideration  that  these 
few  units  should  be  demolished. 

The  Wherry  Housing  (non-, 
historic)  near  Baker  Beach  is  the 
densest  concentration  of  housing 
in  the  Presidio.  The  Trust  is  rec¬ 
ommending  to  "remove  non-his¬ 
toric  Wherry  Housing  complex 


(Baker  Beach  Apartments)  to  re¬ 
store  native  plant  habitat  and  ex¬ 
pand  and  enhance  open  space." 

This  is  a  bad  idea.  As  I  men¬ 
tioned  above,  the  expansion  of 
the  Ridgetop  Forest  and  expan¬ 
sion  of  North  Fort  Scott  open 
space  will  accomplish  a  signifi¬ 
cant  increase  in  forest  area  and 
reduction  in  "built"  space. 

Wherry  Housing  is  in  relative¬ 
ly  good  shape  and  generates  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  in  revenue. 
Removing  this  positive  revenue 
stream  may  require  replacement 
housing  elsewhere  in  the  park. 
Wherry  Housing  is  providing  a 
necessary  housing  opportunity 
and  should  remain  for  another  30 
to  50  years.  The  argument  that  it 
is  necessary  to  remove  this  hous¬ 
ing  to  expand  a  "natural  area"  is 
not  good  land-use  policy. 

These  observations  are  of¬ 
fered  and  should  be  considered 
as  suggestions  for  moving  for¬ 
ward  with  the  Management  Plan. 
If  the  Trust  moves  forward  with¬ 
out  some  modification  to  its  cur¬ 
rent  PTMP,  I  will  look  for  ways 
to  adjust  the  City's  involvement, 
whether  it's  by  reexamination  of 
Muni  involvement,  Doyle  Drive 
improvements,  PUC  water  and 
sewer  components,  or  other  link¬ 
ages  that  are  necessary  to  create 
a  successful  program. 

It  is  in  everyone's  best  interest 
to  reuse  the  Presidio  in  a  manner 
that  is  sensitive  to  the  needs  of 
the  City  and  its  residents  today 
and  50  years  from  today. 

Leland  Yee  is  a  San 
Francisco  supervisor  represent¬ 
ing  District  4. 


Richmond  residents  featured 
at  SF  Jewish  Film  Festival 


The  22nd  Annual  San 
Francisco  Jewish  Film  Festival, 
running  from  Thursday,  July  25 
through  Monday,  Aug.  12,  cele¬ 
brates  Jewish  cinema  and  fea¬ 
tures  the  work  of  a  few  local 
filmmakers. 

Producer  and  director  Sam 
Ball,  a  resident  of  the  Richmond 
District,  presents  his  short  film 
entitled  “A  Bridge  of  Books”  at 
this  year’s  San  Francisco  Jewish 
Film  Festival.  The  film  chroni¬ 
cles  the  adventures  of  a  young 
man  who  rallies  with  an  interna¬ 
tional  network  of  volunteers  to 
rescue  and  preserve  the  world’s 
Yiddish  books.  The  film  cele¬ 
brates  the  will  to  preserve  litera¬ 
ture,  as  well  as  Yiddish  history 
and  culture,  from  oblivion. 


Ball  also  worked  with  a  group 
of  12  teenagers  on  a  quirky 
Jewish-subject  film  called  “Not 
Another  Jewish  Movie.”  Two  of 
the  youths  he  worked  with  are 
Timna  Zemel,  a  Sunset  District 
resident  and  Julieanna 
Vinogradsky  a  Lake  Merced  resi¬ 
dent.  Public  screenings  of  this 
film  are  scheduled  for  Thursday, 
Aug.  1  at  8:30  p.m.  at  the  Castro 
Theater  in  San  Francisco; 
Sunday,  Aug.  4  at  8  p.m.  at  the 
Landmark's  Park  Theater  in 
Menlo  Park;  Thursday,  Aug.  8  at 
8:45  p.m.  at  Wheeler  Auditorium 
in  Berkeley;  and  Saturday,  Aug. 
10,  at  8:30  p.m.,  at  the  Rafael 
Film  Center  in  San  Rafael. 

For  more  information  about 
the  festival,  call  957-1205. 
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Bernal  Heights.  Bayview/Hunters  Point.  The  Excelsior. 

The  Mission.  Potrero  Hill.  Portola.  The  Crockei^Amazon. 


We  must  rebuild 
Juvenile  Hall 

Supervisor  Tony  Hall 


As  supervisor,  I  try  to 
use  this  monthly  col¬ 
umn  to  discuss  issues 
of  importance  to  the  residents 
on  the  west  side  of  the  City. 
The  reconstruction  of  Laguna 
Honda  Hospital  and  other 
west  side  construction  pro¬ 
jects  are  matters  of  impor¬ 
tance  for  the  entire  City,  but 
are  of  special  concern  for  resi¬ 
dents  in  the  immediate  area. 

This  month,  therefore,  I 
would  like  to  provide  you 
with  some  information  on  an¬ 
other  large  project  set  to  begin 
and  perhaps  answer  some  of 
the  questions  that  may  be  out 
there.  That  project  is  the  re¬ 
placement  of  Juvenile  Hall  at 
the  Youth  Guidance  Center. 

San  Francisco’s  Juvenile 
Hall  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
California.  The  132-bed  build¬ 
ing  became  operational  in 
1950.  Never  intended  to  last 
50  years,  the  building’s  design 
is  now  considered  to  be  30 
years  out  of  date.  In  the  last 
15  years,  numerous  studies 
and  at  least  one  lawsuit  have 
documented  its  deteriorated 
conditions. 

As  a  result,  I  think  that 
nearly  everyone  would  agree 
the  current  situation  at 
Juvenile  Hall  is  unacceptable 
and  something  dramatic  must 
be  done,  and  must  be  done 
now.  Reconstruction  is  badly 
needed  and  long  overdue. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this 


task  I  worked  closely  with 
Gregg  Lowder  and  Monique 
Moyer  of  the  Mayor’s  Office 
of  Criminal  Justice  as  well  as 
the  staff  at  Juvenile  Hall,  led 
by  Chief  Jessie  Williams. 
Additionally,  I  received  signif¬ 
icant  and  important  input  from 
the  Volunteer  Auxiliary  of  the 
Youth  Guidance  Center  led  by 
Kathleen  Kelly,  president  of 
the  group. 

As  a  result  of  this  united 
effort,  I  am  pleased  to  report 
that  the  Board  of  Supervisor's 
Finance  Committee  recently 
approved  legislation  I  intro¬ 
duced  and  will  be  passing  it 
on  to  the  full  board. 

Here  are  some  of  the  de¬ 
tails: 

The  total  cost  of  the  project 
is  approximately  $47.5  mil¬ 
lion,  which,  in  the  past  would 
have  been  borne  entirely  by 
the  citizens  of  San  Francisco. 
However,  in  1998,  as  a  result 
of  deteriorating  conditions  in 
juvenile  halls  throughout  the 
state,  the  governor  declared 
“exigent  circumstances,”  giv¬ 
ing  impetus  to  this  project. 

The  governor’s  action  led 
the  federal  government  as  well 
as  the  state  of  California  to 
provide  millions  of  dollars  to 
assist  California  counties  in 
the  rebuilding  of  their  juvenile 
halls. 

The  federal  legislation  that 

Continued  on  page  13 


Rich  in  history.  Full  of  diversity.  And  almost  always,  the  last  stop  on  the  train  of  progress.  While  the  rest  of  the  City  receives 
more  than  their  fair  share  of  benefits  and  services,  these  neighborhoods  often  receive  more  than  their  fair  share  of  neglect. 

AT&T  Broadband  is  rebuilding  the  City’s  digital  cable  system.  We’ll  be  able  to  offer  high-speed  Internet  access,  more  and 
better  television  channels,  greater  public  access  to  the  airwaves,  and  more.  And  we’ve  begun  our  comprehensive  multi-year  rebuild 
effort  in  these  very  communities  -  the  same  neighborhoods  that  usually  get  the  latest  technology  very  late  in  the  game. 

The  rebuild  is  now  well  underway,  and  many  cable  subscribers  in  San  Francisco's  Southern  and  Eastern 
neighborhoods  are  already  enjoying  the  benefits  of  these  new  services. 


For  more  information  about  AT&T  Broadband’s  rebuild  efforts, 
please  contact  Pablo  Berroteran  at  (415)  863-8500  x3305 


I  AT&T  Broadband 


Budget  and 
)  Geary  Transit 
Improvements 

Jake  McGoldrick 


Budget 
Process 

Moving  Forward 

The  City  budget  is 
moving  into  the  final 
stretch  as  the 
Supervisor’s  Budget 
Committee  com¬ 
pletes  its  final  week 
of  review  of  the  may¬ 
or’s  budget. 

While  it  still  is  not  clear  what 
the  final  outcome  of  this  process 
will  be,  the  broad  outlines  are  be¬ 
coming  clear.  The  Board  of 
Supervisors,  working  coopera¬ 
tively  with  the  mayor’s  office, 
has  identified  several  sources  of 
revenue  from  minor  fee  increases 
designed  to  ensure  that  those 
who  make  special  use  of  city  ser¬ 
vices  pay  the  full  cost  of  those 
services. 

In  addition,  careful  negotia¬ 
tions  with  several  City  unions 
have  resulted  in  agreements 
whereby  city  employees  will 
temporarily  pick  up  contributions 
to  their  retirement  accounts  pre¬ 
viously  made  by  the  City,  in 
exchange  for  a  wage  increase  in 
the  future.  While  the  board  has 
considered  increases  in  business 
taxes  in  light  of  recent  lawsuits 
that  decreased  the  business  com¬ 
munity’s  share  of  our  City’s  tax 
burden,  such  proposals  would 
have  to  be  approved  by  the  vot¬ 
ers  and  thus  would  have  no  effect 
on  this  year's  budget.  Finally,  I 
suggested,  and  the  board  has 
agreed,  that  the  City  should  al¬ 
low  the  so-called  "New  Jobs  Tax 
Credit"  to  expire  because  of  the 
complete  lack  of  information 
demonstrating  that  this  tax  credit 
resulted  in  the  creation  of  any 
jobs.  In  the  absence  of  such  in¬ 
formation,  the  credit  must  be 
considered  corporate  welfare. 
Once  again,  however,  the  effect 


of  this  will  not  be  seen  until  fu¬ 
ture  budget  years.  These  types  of 
creative  and  cooperative  solu¬ 
tions  have  gone  a  long  way  to¬ 
ward  closing  the  gap  and  reach¬ 
ing  a  balanced  budget. 

What  is  clear  at  this  point  is 
that  the  latch-key  and  after¬ 
school  playground  programs  for 
which  my  office  secured  funds 
last  year  will  be  carried  forward 
in  this  year's  budget.  We  also 
convinced  the  mayor’s  office  to 
restore  funds  to  the  Richmond 
Neighborhood  Center  that  had 
been  cut  in  the  mayor’s  first  bud¬ 
get  submission.  Moreover,  we 
were  successful  in  getting  these 
programs  included  in  the  mayor’s 
baseline  budget,  making  it  more 
likely  that  they  will  be  included 
in  subsequent  budgets  submitted 
by  the  mayor.  I  consider  this  a 
significant  victory  for  Richmond 
families  during  a  very  difficult 
budget  year. 

In  addition,  I  am  continuing  to 
fight  to  make  sure  that  there  are 
no  cuts  in  senior  programs  at  the 
Richmond  Senior  Center.  While 
it  appears  that  this  effort  will  be 
successful,  we  do  not  have  final 
confirmation  as  of  presstime. 

Finally,  I  have  been  working 
with  other  supervisors  to  find 
ways  to  avoid  cuts  in  crucial  so¬ 
cial  services  -  services  for  which 
demand  has  increased  as  families 
face  the  realities  of  our  economic 
recession.  It  is  my  hope  that  we 
will  be  successful  in  all  of  these 
endeavors,  but  we  will  not  know 


until  later  in  the 
summer. 

Bettering 
Geary  Transit 

On  a  related 
note,  I  am  happy 
to  report  that  my 
office  secured 
$600,000  in  fund¬ 
ing  from  the  Transportation 
Authority  for  a  Major  Investment 
Study  (MIS)  for  Geary  corridor 
transit  improvements.  An  MIS  is 
a  planning  study  for  transporta¬ 
tion  projects  that  may  add  capac¬ 
ity  to  a  transit  system.  An  MIS 
evaluates  alternative  modal  con¬ 
cepts  to  determine  their  effective¬ 
ness  in  solving  transportation 
problems  and  is  a  necessary  pre¬ 
cursor  to  funding  actual  improve¬ 
ments.  Funding  for  this  study 
brings  the  Geary  corridor  one 
step  closer  to  transit  improve¬ 
ments  that  will  increase  the  abili¬ 
ty  of  Richmond  residents  to  trav¬ 
el  to  and  from  downtown  in  a 
faster  and  more  convenient  man¬ 
ner  without  the  necessity  of  using 
cars. 

Pedestrian  Safety 
Advisory  Committee 

Finally,  I  am  happy  to  report 
that  the  board  of  supervisors 
passed  my  legislation  establish¬ 
ing  a  pedestrian  safety  advisory 
committee  that  will  advise  city 
departments  on  the  formulation 
and  implementation  of  policies 
affecting  pedestrian  safety. 

Applications  for  the  advisory 
committee  will  be  accepted  by 
the  clerk  of  the  Rules  Committee 
of  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  To 
find  out  more  about  applying  for 
this  committee,  call  554-4447. 

Jake  McGoldrick  is  a  San 
Francisco  supervisor  represent¬ 
ing  District  I. 
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Terracotta  sculpture  a  passion 
for  creative  art  teacher 


Artist  inspired  by  7,000  warriors  guarding  tomb 


by  David  Alexander 

They  line  the  outdoor  racks 
along  Grant  Avenue  throughout 
Chinatown.  They  sell  for  maybe 
two  or  three  dollars. 

But  the  new  collection  of  ter¬ 
racotta  soldiers  by  Sunset  artist 
Wanxin  Zhang  is  unlike  any  of 
the  ones  that  might  be  found  in 
Chinatown.  And  his  upcoming 
show  at  the  Triangle  Gallery  is 
unlike  any  contemporary  sculp¬ 
ture  found  in  San  Francisco  to¬ 
day. 

Currently  Zhang  teaches  a 
class  in  Figurative  Sculpture  at 
the  Academy  of  Art  College,  but 
his  roots  in  sculpture  date  back  to 
Chang  Chun  city  in  China.  As  a 
small  child  he  recalls  constantly 
drawing  but  holding  only  a  mod¬ 
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est  interest  in  art.  It  was  not  until 
a  teacher  of  his  took  a  personal 
interest  in  Zhang  and  began  pro¬ 
viding  hint  with  books  on 
Greco/Roman  sculpture  that  he 
began  to  explore  the  medium. 

Following  his  introduction  to 
sculpture  and  his  immediate  en¬ 
thusiasm  towards  it,  Zhang  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  local  art  school  at 
Jilin,  where  he  received  a 
Diploma  of  Fine  Art.  Afterwards, 
he  continued  studying  to  receive 
a  Bachelors  of  Art  degree  from 
the  Institute  of  Fine  Art  in 
LuXun. 

In  1992,  he  made  his  move  to 
San  Francisco  to  become  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  the  Academy  of  Art 
College,  where  he  eventually  re¬ 
ceived  a  Fine  Arts  Masters 
Degree  in  sculpture.  Although  he 
began  his  life  as  an  artist  draw¬ 
ing,  he  knew  from  the  moment 
he  began  working  with  clay  that 
sculpture  would  be  his  medium 
of  choice. 

“Sculpture  provides  more  en¬ 
ergy.  You  can  feel,  you  can 
move,  you  can  touch  the  piece,” 
Zhang  says.  Since  1992  he  has 
lived  in  the  same  home  in  the 
Sunset  District,  which  also  serves 
as  his  studio. 

The  concept  behind  his  cur¬ 


rent  collection  dates  back  to 
Zhang’s  youth. 

At  the  age  of  17,  around  the 
same  time  he  was  introduced  to 
sculpture,  he  visited  the  tomb  of 
China’s  First  Emperor,  Qin  Shi 
Huang.  The  tomb  is  called  the 
eighth  wonder  of  the  world  for 
the  thousands  of  terracotta  stat¬ 
ues  built  to  guard  the  Emperor 
for  eternity. 

He  remembers  being  held  in 
shock  by  their  presence.  Before 
him  stood  7,000  soldiers  con¬ 
structed  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
protecting  this  single  emperor. 
Although  they  appeared  similar 
in  their  construction,  each  held, 
in  at  least  by  their  primitive  man¬ 
ufacture,  their  own  uniqueness. 
Therein  rose  the  question  of 
identity:  Who  was  this  emperor 
who  was  so  merited  to  have  a 
stone  army  constructed  for  him 
and  who  were  these  soldiers  for¬ 
ever  standing  guard? 

In  their  own  distinct  time  the 
figures  were  a  symbol  of  the  em¬ 
peror's  greatness.  Now,  a  millen¬ 
nium  later,  they  still  guard  the 
emperor’s  grave  site. 

Zhang  began  his  work  with 
the  soldiers  in  2000.  He  took  the 
basic  construct  of  the  terracotta 
soldiers  and  used  them  as  a  plat¬ 
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Artist  Wanxin  Zhang  paints  one  of  his  terracotta  sculp¬ 
tures  at  his  Sunset  District  studio. 


form,  placing  emphasis  on  the 
message  instead  of  the  medium. 
Zhang  chooses  a  purposefully 
simple  material  to  create  each  of 
the  terracotta  warriors. 

“I  had  a  concept  I  wanted  to 
convey.  I  didn't  want  the  pieces 
to  be  too  complicated  or  confus¬ 
ing,”  he  said. 

Each  piece  still  holds  the  form 
of  the  original  terracotta  soldiers, 
standing  solidly  in  place,  but  to 
guide  the  question  of  identity 
into  a  more  modern  time,  each 
holds  its  own  symbol  of  contem¬ 
porary  culture. 

Individually  some  of  the 
pieces  can  appear  comical.  One 
sculpture  has  a  large  Mohawk 
haircut  across  its  scalp  while  an¬ 
other  rides  atop  a  skateboard. 

One  sculpture  in  particular  is 
of  a  small  man,  whose  left  side 
bears  two  arms,  a  symbol  of 
strategy  and  philosophy.  It  is 
what  Zhang  calls,  “Classical 
Contemporary  -  full  of  past  style 
but  given  a  new  context.” 

Zhang  recently  completed  his 
first  self-portrait,  created  in  a 
style  similar  to  the  rest  of  the  col¬ 
lection.  The  idea  was  to  present 


the  self  not  only  as  a  creature  of 
the  immediate  moment,  but  as 
the  self  belonging  to  both  the 
past  and  the  present  all  at  once, 
he  said.  And  what  better  way  to 
do  it  than  with  a  self-portrait.  He 
uses  his  face  and  joins  it  with  the 
ancient  form  of  the  soldier.  On 
the  soldier's  feet  he  creates 
unique  boots. 

Wanxin  Zhang 's  collection 
will  be  showing  July  9  through 
August  !0  at  the  Triangle 
Gallery,  located  in  the  Financial 
District  at  47  Kearny  St. 

Geary  merchants 
host  luncheon 

The  Greater  Geary  Boulevard 
Merchants  Association  is  hosting 
a  luncheon  to  honor  five  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  community  on 
Tuesday,  July  23.  The  event  will 
be  held  at  the  Cathedral  Hill 
Hotel,  located  at  1101  Van  Ness 
Ave.,  from  11:30  a.m.  to  1:30 
p.m.  Tickets  cost  $35  in  advance 
and  $45  at  the  door.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  David  Heller, 
president  of  the  merchant's  asso¬ 
ciation,  at  387-1477. 
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Changs  International  Folk  Dancers 
still  swinging  after  64  years 


Photo:  Daniel  McElmury 

Judy  Dobin  (left)  spins  around  the  dance  floor  with  Olivia 
Fisher  at  “Changs  International  Folk  Dance  Night”  June  21. 


by  Jonathan  Farrell 

Where  can  you  go  to  dance 
around  the  world?  Right  here  in 
San  Francisco,  of  course! 

The  members  of  Changs 
International  Folk  Dancers  are 
celebrating  their  64th  anniversary 
this  summer. 

They  meet  at  the  Seventh 
Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  lo¬ 
cated  near  Irving  Street,  and  they 
dance  just  about  every  folk  dance 
known  throughout  the  world. 

“We  are  the  oldest  internation¬ 
al  folk  dancing  club  in  the  state, 
if  not  in  the  USA,”  said  Sidney 
Messer,  who  is  presently  serving 
as  president  of  the  group. 

An  eclectic  group  of  35  mem¬ 
bers  with  various  backgrounds, 
they  eagerly  welcome  guests  to 
every  meeting.  The  only  require¬ 
ment  for  membership  is  a  love  of 
folk  dance. 

“Our  rules  are  not  strict,"  said 
long-time  member  Olivia  Fisher. 

The  group’s  historian,  Craig 
Blackstone,  teaches  various 
dances.  Blackstone  alternates  the 
teaching  sessions  with  Stela 
McCoy,  a  former  ballet  dancer. 
During  weekly  meetings  the 
number  of  dances  can  be  as 
many  as  30  or  more. 

Within  reach  of  the  instuctors 
is  a  set  of  binders  containing  de¬ 
scriptions  of  more  than  300 
dances  from  around  the  world. 
This  present  repertoire  is  similar 
to  a  song  list  one  would  find  at  a 
late-night  Karaoke  bar. 
Frequently  members  go  to  the 
binders  to  find  a  dance  they  have 
in  mind. 

On  a  typical  evening  the 
group  dances  folk  dances  that 
span  the  globe,  including  Davy 
Nick  Nack  of  Scotland  and  Chu 
Ku  Wu  of  China/Taiwan. 
Whether  it’s  a  simple  polka  that 
was  choreographed  only  a  few 
years  ago  or  the  “Prince 
William”  of  England  dating  back 
to  the  1700s,  the  group’s  interest 
is  boundless. 

“Some  dances  we  have  done 
and  like  to  do  again  and  again,” 
said  Messer's  wife  Laila.  “And 


others  come  and  go,  falling  in 
and  out  of  favor.  Over  the  years, 
our  tastes  have  expanded,  going 
beyond  the  familiar  European 
dances  to  include  ones  from  the 
Middle  East  and  Asia.” 

“This  is  a  great  way  to  experi¬ 
ence  other  cultures,”  Laila  said. 
“I  also  like  the  way  folk  dancing 
encourages  people  to  greet  one 
another,  make  conversation  and 
even  flirt,”  she  said  laughing. 

Each  dance  has  its  manner¬ 
isms  and  sense  of  courtesy.  Thad 
Trela  would  certainly  know  be¬ 
cause  before  each  dance  he  asks 
the  instuctor,  “Is  there  a  bow 
with  this  dance?” 

Fisher  has  been  teaching  folk 
dances  to  the  students  of  St. 
Monica’s  Elementary  School  for 
several  years,  and  she  has  no¬ 
ticed  “the  importance  of  social 
graces  needing  to  be  taught  in 
school.”  She  said  it  “also  helps 
students  work  together  as  a 
team.” 

The  dancers  perform  with 
ease  each  week  as  they  learn  new 
steps.  There  is  a  sense  that  every¬ 
one  is  learning  and  enjoying  the 
dance  lessons. 

“This  is  evident  in  the  many 
ways  members  help  each  other  as 
well  as  guests,”  Messer  said. 

Many  people  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  folk  dancing 


through  their  ethnic  heritage  or 
through  Physical  Education  class 
in  school. 

"At  one  time  in  public  schools 
square  dances  were  taught,” 
Fisher  said. 

“We  don’t  specialize  in  any 
one  type  of  dance,"  Messer  said. 
“Our  focus  is  all  folk  dances 
from  around  the  world  and  want¬ 
ing  to  share  the  experience  sim¬ 
ply  for  its  enjoyment.” 

In  1938  Song  Chang  founded 
the  group  after  he  and  his  wife 
returned  from  visiting  Europe.  At 
that  time  many  folk  dance  clubs 
existed  only  among  some  ethnic 
groups.  Chang  wanted  people  to 
learn  dances  from  all  nations. 

“His  wife  Harriet  was 
Swedish  and  they  began  teaching 
in  Chinatown,"  according  to 
Cathy  Jair,  who  knew  Chang. 

Enthusiasm  for  his  efforts 
grew  and  in  a  few  months  a 
group  was  formed  that  performed 
at  the  World's  Fair  at  Treasure 
Island  in  1939.  That  event  helped 
introduce  the  pleasures  of  folk 
dancing  to  many. 

The  group  wanted  to  name  the 
club  after  Chang  but  he  wouldn't 
relent  unless  Changs  was  spelled 
without  an  apostrophe.  It  has 
been  in  continuous  operation 
ever  since. 

“There  are  many  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  from  those  early  years  who, 
even  though  they  are  unable  to 
attend,  still  pay  dues.  That  shows 
how  much  they  love  folk  dancing 
and  this  club,”  Laila  said. 

Doris  Schofield,  who  is  new 
to  the  area,  finds  the  group  to  be 
“very  social  and  non-competi¬ 
tive.” 

“I  will  definitely  come  again,” 
Schofield  said. 

Changs  International  Folk 
Dancers  meet  every  Friday 
night  at  the  Seventh  Avenue 
Presbyterian  Church  (between 
Irving  and  Judah  streets).  For 
more  information,  contact 
Sidney  and  Laila  Messer  at 
(415)  332-1020. 


Photo:  Daniel  McElmury 


“Changs  International  Folk  Dancers’  pose  for  a  group  shot 
to  commemorate  the  club’s  64th  Anniversary  on  June  21. 
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Library 

Continued  from  page  1 

room  on  the  lower  level  in  one  of 
the  new  wings.  A  new  reading 
room,  staff  workroom  and  office 
occupy  the  floor  space  in  the  up¬ 
per  level  of  the  new  wings. 

Tim  Williams,  manager  at  the 
Richmond  Branch  Library,  told 
commissioners  the  library  staff  is 
enthusiastic  about  the  new  de¬ 
sign. 

“The  branch  is  not  just 
pleased,  but  excited  about  this 
new  design,”  he  said, 

Williams  also  addressed  a 
concern  raised  by  Richmond 
District  resident  Peter  Warfield, 
who  wondered  if  the  15,000  ad¬ 


ditional  books  the  new  facility 
will  accommodate  was  adequate 
to  replace  the  thousand  of  vol¬ 
umes  lost  during  an  earlier 
“weeding  out”  of  the  library’s 
collection. 

“In  fact,  many  of  the  books 
we  eliminated  were  missing.  We 
did  not  remove  great  numbers  of 
books  from  the  collection.  The 
staff  was  very  proud  of  what  we 
did,”  Williams  explained. 

Funding  for  the  $7.3  million 
project  will  come  from  a  mix  of 
state  and  local  sources.  About 
$2.4  million  is  expected  to  come 
from  an  Earthquake  Safety 
Program  fund,  and  $148,500 
from  city  bond  funds.  City 
Librarian  Susan  Hildreth  said  the 
city  will  apply  for  approximately 
$4.7  million  in  Prop,  14  funds 


from  the  state  to  complete  the 
project. 

During  a  public  comment  pe¬ 
riod  members  of  the  public 
praised  library  officials  for  col¬ 
laborating  with  residents  on  the 
redesign,  prompting  Charles 
Higueras,  commission  president, 
to  admonish  library  officials. 

“We  failed  on  the  point  of  not 
being  mindful  of  the  public,” 
Higueras  said.  “It  was  a  critical 
element.” 

On  July  17,  a  meeting  will  be 
held  in  the  Richmond  to  choose 
three  residents  to  help  select  art¬ 
work  for  the  redesigned  library. 
Richmond  District  residents  in¬ 
terested  in  serving  on  the  panel 
can  call  the  library  for  details. 


School  district  addresses  concerns 


Continued  from  page  1 

from  the  now-defunct  Eugene 
McAteer  High  School. 

While  overcrowded  top-per¬ 
forming  high  schools  are  taking 
on  more  students,  the  incoming 
freshman  classes  at  a  number  of 
the  City’s  underachieving  high 
schools  have  seen  their  numbers 
take  a  nosedive. 

According  to  figures  supplied 
by  the  San  Francisco  Unified 
School  District,  in  the  fall  Balboa 
High  School  will  see  its  fresh¬ 
man  class  decline  by  44  students, 
Mission  High  School  will  lose 
109  students  and  the  freshman 
class  at  Galileo  High  School  will 
decline  by  148  students. 

Patricia  Gray,  the  principal  at 
Balboa  High  School,  indicated 
that  she  could  lose  as  many  as 
another  100  students  which  she 
says  “just  don’t  show  up  on  the 
first  day.” 

While  Gray  acknowledged 
that  the  declining  enrollment  is 
part  of  Ackerman’s  plan  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  better  educational  environ- 
•jnent  at  lower  achieving-sehools 
by  reducing  classroom  size,  she 
points  out  that  fewer  students 
also  means  less  funding. 

’’Smaller  classes  make  for 
more  individual  instruction, 
which  is  the  idea  behind  raising 
achievement  levels,  but  it  also 
means  less  money,”  Gray  said. 

While  principals  like  Gray 
find  their  student  population  de¬ 
clining,  Andrew  Ishibashi,  the 
principal  at  George  Washington 
High  School,  faces  overcrowding 
at  his  school. 

At  Washington,  one  of  the 
school  district’s  top  performing 
high  schools,  the  stress  level  of 
the  staff  went  through  the  roof 
when  more  than  2,000  freshman 
signed  up  to  attend  in  the  fall  and 
district  officials  told  the  staff  to 
get  ready  to  accept  994  new  stu¬ 
dents  -  almost  350  more  than  at¬ 


tended  last  year. 

“The  stress  level  was  very 
high.  I  negotiated  with  the  school 
district  and  out  of  the  sensitivity 
of  the  superintendent  and  the  as¬ 
sistant  superintendent  the  num¬ 
bers  were  capped,”  Ishibashi 
said. 

Ishibashi  says  the  school  is 
capable  of  absorbing  300  addi¬ 
tional  students  in  the  fall  and  that 
Ackerman  has  promised  him  the 
teachers,  counselors  and  class¬ 
rooms  he  needs. 

Sandy  Fewer,  outgoing  P.T.A. 
president  at  Washington,  says  the 
current  enrollment  number  of 
803  incoming  freshman  is  work¬ 
able,  but  believes  the  situation 
could  have  been  avoided  if 
Ackerman  had  consulted  with 
teachers,  parents  and  school  ad¬ 
ministrators. 

"We  told  her  (Ackerman)  to 
come  to  us  before,  so  this  doesn’t 
happen  again  and  I  think  that  will 
happen  next  year,”  Fewer  said. 

Even  Ackerman  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  the  situation  is  poten¬ 
tially  worse  at  Fincoln,  where 
administrators  were  initially  told 
to  expect  400  more  students  next 
year. 

According  to  Assistant 
Principal  Gilbert  Chung,  the 
stress  level  declined  somewhat 
after  83  students  failed  to  return 
acceptance  letters  on  time. 
Chung  says  that  Ackerman’s  de¬ 
cision  to  eliminate  these  students 
helped  to  release  some  of  the 
pressure  that  was  building  at  the 
school. 

The  softening  in  the  enroll¬ 
ment  numbers  has  failed  to  deter 
a  vocal  group  of  teachers  at 
Lincoln  who  say  they  are  no 
longer  willing  to  sit  back  quietly 
while  working  conditions  contin¬ 
ue  to  deteriorate  at  the  school. 

Some  teachers  contend  that 
the  lack  of  available  classrooms 
at  Lincoln  has  already  made 
teaching  at  the  school  a  "chal¬ 


lenge." 

"There  are  17  roving  teachers 
that  move  from  room-to-room  at 
Lincoln  right  now.  It’s  a  special 
problem  with  sciences,”  said  Bill 
Milestone,  who  teaches  biology 
at  the  school. 

Milestone  says  many  science 
teachers  already  pull  equipment 
around  on  carts.  He  says  that 
even  now  he  holds  classes  in  lo¬ 
cal  parks  to  “take  the  place  of  a 
laboratory.” 

Hundred  of  additional  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  school’s  hallways 
raise  fire  and  safety  concerns 
among  Lincoln  parents  like 
Marie  Crabtree. 

”It  was  already  difficult  get¬ 
ting  students  out  of  the  building 
last  year  during  a  fire  drill.  Can 
you  imagine  what  could  happen 
next  year?”  she  said. 

Assistant  Principal  Chung 
says  safety  issues  will  be  ad¬ 
dressed  before  school  starts  next 
year.  “It’s  just  a  matter  of  chang¬ 
ing  the  evacuation  route  to  make 
it  easier  for  students  to  move 
away  from  the  building,”  he  said. 

Parents  and  teachers  at  both 
schools  appear  more  skeptical 
than  administrators  who  say  they 
are  looking  forward  to  meeting 
the  challenge  next  year.  And 
Ackerman,  for  her  part,  says  she 
will  give  them  the  tools  they 
need. 

”1  think  they  are  willing  to 
work  with  the  school  district  this 
year.  I’ve  tried  to  support  their 
requests,”  she  said. 

As  for  2003-2004,  Ackerman 
confirmed  she  is  forming  a  spe¬ 
cial  task  force  to  study  the  situa¬ 
tion  at  the  two  schools,  but  says 
the  real  answer  is  to  offer  more 
resources  at  lower  achieving 
schools  and  redesigning  the  en¬ 
tire  system  to  offer  more  attrac¬ 
tive  choices  for  parents  and  stu¬ 
dents. 
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What  a  block 
for  restau¬ 
rants! 

There  seems  to  al¬ 
ways  be  families, 
small  or  large  de¬ 
pending  on  the  day  of 
the  week  and  time  of 
day,  waiting  to  get  in  to  one  of  three 
restaurants  near  Geary  Boulevard  and  21st 
Avenue.  One  of  them,  Sakana  Bune,  is  a 
terrific  place  to  take  kids  for  lunch  or  din¬ 
ner.  They  love  to  sit  at  the  counter,  just  as 
adults  do,  watching  little  wooden  boats 
float  by  carrying  small  dishes  of  sushi, 
those  wonderful  little  pillows  of  sweet  rice 
and  various  kind  of  fish,  vegetables  and 
seafood,  each  wrapped  in  seaweed. 

If  you  have  never  tried  sushi,  why  not 
start  with  cooked,  shrimp,  eel  or  vegetarian 
sushi. 

The  blue  and  white  decor  and  the 
sparkling  cleanliness  of  the  restaurant  are 
enticing.  Open  a  little  more  than  a  year, 
there  is  seating  for  30  at  the  sushi  counter 
and  28  at  tables  for  2  to  4  or  more.  Three 
sushi  chefs  work  at  breakneck  speed  at  the 
dinner  hours.  Although  busy,  they  are  hap¬ 
py  to  answer  questions  or  take  requests  for 
special  sushi  not  seen  on  the  huge  menu,  or 
on  the  boats,  so  go  ahead  and  ask. 

Because  it  was  Father’s  Day  when  I 
went  to  Sakana  Bune,  I  couldn’t  find  any¬ 
one  with  whom  to  share,  so  I  went  alone. 
Naturally  I  couldn’t  check  out  the  dinner 
menu  as  well  as  the  sushi.  Yes,  there  is  a 
fine  dinner  menu,  13  items,  ranging  from 
$6.95  for  Chicken  Teriyaki  to  a  high  of 
$12.50  for  Unagi  (eel)  Kabayaki.  All  din¬ 
ner  entrees  include  soup,  salad  and  rice. 

A  sign  in  the  window  offers  a  Special 
Lunch:  Chicken  Teriyaki,  including  soup, 
salad  and  rice  for  $3.95.  Special  egg  rolls 
are  included:  Rice  Bowls  (10  of  them)  are 
$3.95  and  $4.95  ($1  more  at  dinner).  Udon 
(Japanese  wheat  noodles  and  broth)  has 
five  variations  from  $3.95  to  $6.95  at 
lunch,  a  dollar  or  so  more  at  dinner. 
Appetizers  include  Edamame  (boiled  soy 
beans,  lightly  salted,  $1.70),  House  Egg 
Roll  (five  pieces,  $2.50)  or  Oshitashi 
(steamed  spinach  with  special  sauce,  $3). 

Eleven  types  of  Sashimi  (five  pieces  of 
raw  fish)  are  listed,  from  $5.50  for  Saba 
(mackerel)  to  $7.95  for  Sake  (smoked 
salmon).  I  also  saw  five  kinds  of  seasonal 
Sashimi  on  the  menu,  all  at  $9.95,  includ¬ 
ing  abalone,  sea  urchin,  long-neck  clams, 
fatty  tuna  and  tuna  belly. 

Side  orders  of  Miso  Soup  or  Green 
Salad,  $  1  each,  are  a  bargain,  while  2 
pieces  of  Mochi  Ice  Cream  (green  tea, 
mango  and  red  bean,  $2,50)  or  Green  Tea 


Ice  Cream,  $  1 .50 
are  palate  clear- 
ers,  as  is  the 
Tsukemono 
(Japanese  pickles, 
$3). 

There  are  six 
Sashimi 

Combinations  that  cost  $3.95  -  $6.95  at 
lunch  and  $6.95  -  $7.95  at  dinner.  Sashimi 
combinations  range  from  $16.95  for  12 
pieces  of  various  fish  to  $49.95  for  40 
pieces  (a  big  party!).  Twelve  Sushi 
Combinations  include  everything  from 
California  and  tuna  rolls  to  Unagi  and  Ebi 
(shrimp)  and  Masago  (smelt  roe)  and 
Hamachi  (yellowtail).  Prices  on  these 
combos  start  at  $15.95  (24  pieces)  and  run 
to  $45.95  (54  pieces). 

I  sat  at  the  sushi  counter  and  enjoyed 
my  two  pieces  each  of  Ebi  (cooked 
shrimp),  Hamachi  Maguro  and  Unagi.  I 
also  like  their  four  pieces  of  real  crab  in 
the  California  Roll  (only  $2.65  for  4 
pieces!).  I  couldn’t  resist  my  last  splurge 
on  the  menu  -  three  pieces  of  a  side  roll  of 
what  seemed  to  be  crab  salad,  sweet  rice 
and  avocado,  with  Unagi  on  the  top  with  a 
mystery  sauce.  It  was  delicious  and  color¬ 
ful. 

My  bill  for  all  this  plus  Miso  Soup  ($1) 
was  $16.65  plus  tax  and  tip.  I  ate  far  too 
much,  but  for  you,  dear  reader,  I  must  sac¬ 
rifice! 

I  fully  intend  going  back  to  Sakana 
Bune  with  friends  to  try  some  of  the 
Special  Rolls,  especially  the  Rainbow  Roll 
(eight  pieces,  $5.95  crabmeat,  avocado, 
tuna,  salmon  and  tai  top).  I  also  might  like 
a  Godzilla  (eight  pieces,  chopped  yellow 
tail  deep  fried  tempura-style  w/spicy 
sauce,  $6.95)  and  the  Bune  Roll  sounds 
yummy,  too  (eight  pieces  Hamachi,  eel, 
scallion  top  and  avocado,  $7.95). 

I  get  hungry  just  thinking  about  all 
these  delightful  sounding  combos. 
SAKANA  BUNE  JAPANESE 
RESTAURANT 

5701  Geary  Blvd.  (corner  21st  Avenue) 
(415)387-8561 

Visa  and  Mastercard;  beer  and  wine; 
wheelchairs  O.K. 

Hours:  Mon.-Thurs.  lunch:  11:30  a.m.  - 
2:30  p.m.;  Dinner:  5:30  a.m.  -  10:30  p.m.; 
Friday  lunch:  1 1 :30  a.m.  -  2:30  p.m.; 
Dinner:  5:30  a.m.  -  1 1:30  p.m.;  Saturday 
11:30  a.m.  -  1 1:30  p.m.;  Sunday  1 1:30 
a.m.  -  11:30  p.m. 

Atmosphere:  ★★  1/2 
Service:  ★  1/2 
Food:  ★★★ 

Price:  ★ 

Overall:  ★★★ 


♦  BEST  BITES  ♦ 

Sakana  Bune 

Ginny  Kolmar 


Securing  the 
City's  water 
supply 

Mayor  Willie  Brown 


It  is  hard  to 
imagine  the 
public  health 
and  safety  hazards 
Bay  Area  residents 
would  face  if  we 
were  to  be  cut  off 
from  our  primary 
source  of  water  for 
any  extended  peri¬ 
od  of  time.  Nevertheless  this  is  a  realistic 
concern  for  the  SF  Public  Utilities 
Commission  and  the  2.4  million  customers 
that  rely  on  the  Hetch  Hetchy  water  system 
here  in  the  City  and  down  the  peninsula. 

Today,  Hetch  Hetchy,  San  Francisco’s 
water  system,  faces  great  risks  and  chal¬ 
lenges.  Built  in  the  early  1900s,  the  pipes 
and  tunnels  that  transport  our  water  from 
the  Sierra  Nevada  are  vulnerable  due  to 
age  and  deterioration.  Seismic  studies  indi¬ 
cate  that  major  components  of  the  system 
lack  critical  back-up  capabilities  and  could 
not  withstand  a  major  earthquake. 

To  address  these  immense  concerns  and 
maintain  reliable  water  services  for  the 
Bay  Area,  the  PUC  has  proposed  a  long¬ 
term  capital  improvement  plan. 

The  comprehensive  proposal  consists  of 
87  projects  to  repair  Hetch  Hetchy’s  aging 
infrastructure  and  seismic  vulnerabilities. 
The  plan  also  considers  the  region’s  grow¬ 
ing  population  -  the  PUC  expects  water 
usage  to  increase  by  64  million  gallons  per 
day  over  the  next  30  years. 

With  Hetch  Hetchy  serving  customers 
in  San  Francisco,  San  Mateo,  Santa  Clara 
and  Alameda  counties,  there  is  no  question 
that  it  is  in  everyone’s  best  interest  to 
swiftly  repair  the  system.  Yet  the  capital 
improvement  plan’s  $3.6  billion  price  tag 
has  Bay  Area  lawmakers  debating  over 


how  taxpayers  should  share  this  burden. 

My  office,  in  partnership  with  the  PUC, 
is  supporting  Sen.  Jackie  Speier’s  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area  Water  Reliability 
Financing  Authority  Act.  Passed  by  the 
Senate  in  May,  Speier’s  legislation  will 
create  a  regional  financing  agency  and  en¬ 
sure  that  each  community  drawing  water, ,, 
invests  in  the  rebuilding  process. 

At  one  time,  the  PUC  anticipated  San 
Francisco  voters  would  have  to  approve  a 
bond  financing  the  entire  cost  of  system 
upgrades.  Under  Speier’s  plan,  surround¬ 
ing  communities  will  contribute  $2  billion 
in  bond  money  and  San  Francisco  will  pro¬ 
vide  the  remaining  $1.6  billion. 

Board  of  Supervisors  President  Tom 
Ammiano  is  leading  a  public  consensus¬ 
building  process,  to  bring  all  stakeholders 
together  on  the  issue  and  forge  a  clear  path 
on  Hetch  Hetchy’s  future.  By  bringing  to¬ 
gether  all  the  interested  parties,  including 
tenants,  environmentalists  and  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  Ammiano  is  de¬ 
veloping  legislation  for  the  November  bal¬ 
lot  that  keeps  Hetch  Hetchy  under  San 
Francisco  control. 

The  PUC  must  undertake  a  significant 
rehabilitation  of  our  water  system  to  ensure 
delivery  of  services  to  all  its  customers. 

Willie  Brown  Jr.  is  the  mayor  of  San 
Francisco. 


TAKE  YOUR  USED 

MOTOR 

OIL 

TO  ANY  OF  THESE  LOCATIONS. 


Your  used  motor  oil  can  be  cleaned  and  re-refined  into  new  motor  oil. 
Don't  pour  it  down  the  drain  or  throw  it  in  the  trash.  Recycle  it! 

Richmond  &  Laurel  Heights 

Jiffy  Lube:  6099  Geary,  750-0233 
Kragen:  6101  Geary,  387-1783 
T&R76-2:  301  25th  Ave„  668-4343 
Firestone:  2800  Geary,  567-3311 
Kragen:  3855  Geary,  668-5241 
T&R76-1:  3501  Geary,  752-3968 

Pacific  Heights  &  Western  Addition 

Chevron:  2500  California,  567-1136 

South  of  Market 

Firestone:  1501  Mission  St.,  621-4650 
Jiffy  Lube:  300  7th  St.,  255-0900 
Kragen:  2300  16th  St„  431-3386 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1401  Mission,  863-3939 
Quality  Tune-Up:  490  S.  Van  Ness,  431-6550 
SF  Honda:  10  S.  Van  Ness,  441-2000 

Potrero  Hill  &  Mission  Bay 

R  +  W  76:  800  Folsom,  982-2836 
S&C  Ford:  211  Industrial,  553-4400 

Marina  &  Cow  Hollow 

Kragen:  2246  Lombard,  563-4200 

Portola  &  Visitacion  Valley 

Kragen:  2500  San  Bruno,  656-0696 
Portola  Auto:  2780  San  Bruno,  468-5175 
Sanitary  Fill  Company:  501  Tunnel,  330-1400 

Sunset  &  Parkside 

Kragen:  2150  Taraval,  682-9177 
Chevron:  1890  19th  Ave.,  731-2733 
Mark’s  Unocal  76:  1700  Noriega,  566-0440 

For  more  information,  call  the  SF  Environment  hotline:  (415)  554-4333 

Funded  by  a  grant  from  the  California  Integrated  Waste  Management  Board.  Call  center  for  hours  of  operation  and  quantities  accepted 


North  Beach  &  Telegraph  Hill 

Port  of  SF:  China  Basin  @  Pier  52/54,  274-0565 
Port  of  SF:  Hyde  St.  Harbor  @  Jefferson,  274-0565 

Russian  Hill,  Nob  Hill  &  Tenderloin 

Chevron:  2465  Van  Ness,  441-2240 
Jiffy  Lube:  2030  Van  Ness,  922-7258 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1200  Larkin,  673-3441 

Civic  Center 

Quality  Tune-Up:  1 175  Fell,  626-6446 

Downtown  &  South  of  Market 

Union  76:  390  1st  St.,  957-1754 

Mission  &  Bernal  Heights 

Oil  Changer:  198  Valencia,  487-1740 
Unocal  76:  401  Potrero,  863-6043 

Bayview  &  Hunters  Point 

ABC  Auto:  1650  Davidson  Ave.,  826-8676 

Excelsior  &  Crocker  Amazon 

Kragen:  1150  Ocean,  585-9800 
Quality  Tune-Up:  4650  Mission,  334-4993 

West  Portal  &  Miraloma 

Claremont  Chevron:  301  Claremont,  753-9552 


SF  Environment 

Department  of  the  Environment 

City  ond  County  of  Son  Fronciico 


Independent  and  strong. 
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ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


www.zephyr-re.com 

215  West  Portal  Ave.*  415.731.5000  4200  I  7th  St.  •  4 1  5.552.9500 

4040  24th  St.  •  4 1  5.695.7707  3  1 8  Brannan  St.  •  4 1  5.905.0250 


12  •  The  Richmond  Review 


July  2002 


Is  it  time  to  buy  a 
larger  home? 

Have  the  children 
moved  out,  and  are 
you  considering  pur¬ 
chasing  a  smaller 
home?  Do  you  want 
to  move  to  a  better 
school  district  for 
your  children?  Do 
you  want  to  move  to  a  place  with 
nicer  weather?  For  whatever  rea¬ 
sons  people  move,  I  have  found 
that  it  is  always  a  major  decision 
in  their  lives. 

Over  the  course  of  my  career,  1 
have  counseled  many  people  and 
have  offered  different  advice  for 
different  situations.  The  following 
are  some  points  to  think  through 
before  actually  reaching  a  decision 
to  move. 

One  of  the  major  factors  is  fi¬ 
nance.  Can  you  afford  a  home 
with  a  higher  mortgage?  Most 
people  moving  are  looking  for  a 
bigger  home,  and  thus  probably  a 
higher  mortgage  with  larger 
monthly  payments.  Some  of  the 
reasons  might  be  that  their  family 
is  growing  and  they  need  extra 


Is  upgrading 
your  house  a 
good  move? 

John  M.  Lee 


Reward 


Black  &  White  Male  Cat 

missing  since  Feb.  1, 
34th/Geary.  Large  ( 1 8  lbs), 
black  with  white  paws, 
chest,  stomach,  right  side 
mustache;  gold  eyes. 
Formerly  feral.  Has  special 
needs.  He  cannot  tell  you 
how  much  he  wants 
to  come  home. 
Please  Call  Nancy 
(619)  280-3958 


bedrooms  for  all  the  kids;  their 
parents  are  getting  up  in  age  and 
they  iVant  to  live  together;  or  they 
received  a  promotion  and  want  a 
larger  and  more  prestigious  home. 
Whatever  the  reason,  they  are 
trading  up  and  financing  becomes 
an  important  element  in  the  deci¬ 
sion  making  process. 

The  calculations  are  simple 
enough.  You  can  calculate  the  eq¬ 
uity  you  have  in  your  home  (as¬ 
suming  you  are  selling  it  for  the 
down  payment)  by  estimating  the 
market  value  of  your  home  and 
subtracting  the  existing  mortgage 
and  closing  costs,  such  as  broker¬ 
age  commission,  transfer  tax,  pro¬ 
rated  property  tax  and  other  mis¬ 
cellaneous  expenses. 

Next,  estimate  the  purchase 
price  of  the  trade-up  home  and 
calculate  the  amount  of  mortgage 
needed  to  buy  that  home.  From 
there,  you  can  use  a  financial  cal¬ 
culator  to  figure  out  the  approxi¬ 
mate  amount  of  the  monthly  mort¬ 
gage.  Add  in  a  prorated  monthly 
property  tax  and  insurance  amount 
and  you  have  your  approximate 
monthly  housing  expenses. 

Chances  are  that  when  you  first 
calculate  this  number,  the  first  im¬ 
pression  is  that  it’s  large  and  that 
there  is  no  way  you  can  or  would 
want  to  pay  this  amount  each  and 
every  month  for  the  next  30  years. 
However,  there  is  some  good  news 
in  that  the  mortgage  interest  and 
property  taxes  are  tax  deductible, 
which  makes  the  after-tax  cost  of 
owning  your  new  home  much 
more  affordable. 

Also,  there  are  usually  some 
other  factors  that  might  increase  or 
decrease  these  numbers.  Are  you 
moving  to  a  better  school  district 
so  that  your  children  can  enroll  in 
a  public  school  so  that  you  do  not 
have  to  pay  for  private  school  tu¬ 


ition?  Is  your  commute 
to  work  shorter  be¬ 
cause  of  the  move? 

Are  you  closer  to  pub¬ 
lic  transportation  so 
that  you  do  not  have  to 
drive  all  the  time? 
These  savings  can  help 
offset  the  higher  pay¬ 
ments  incurred. 

In  our  area,  we  are  fortunate  in 
that  our  properties  appreciate  quite 
rapidly  and  that  we  have  a  “prob¬ 
lem”  of  having  a  $500,000  capital 
gain  threshold  for  married  couples 
and  $250,000  for  singles.  Once 
our  principle  residences  achieved 
such  a  gain  and  we  sell  it,  the  gain 
over  the  $500,000  or  $250,000  be¬ 
comes  taxable  at  maximum  federal 
capital  gain  rates  of  18  percent  and 
a  California  ordinary  tax  rate  of 
approximately  nine  percent,  for  a 
total  of  27  percent.  Some  people 
are  making  the  decision  to  sell 
when  their  properties  reach  those 
gains  to  take  advantage  of  the  tax 
break.  They  can  then  reinvest  the 
equity  into  another  property  and 


Richmond  Homes  Sold  in  June" 


Address 

BR 

BA 

Square.  Ft. 

Price 

566  34th  Ave. 

2 

1.00 

1,125 

$578,000 

542  Eighth  Ave. 

2 

1.00 

1,265 

588,000 

650  24th  Ave. 

2 

1.00 

1,150 

605,000 

710  44th  Ave. 

2 

1.50 

1,175 

609,000 

570  23rd  Ave 

2 

1.00 

1,200 

615,000 

343  1 2th  Ave. 

2 

1.00 

1,211 

628,000 

73  Beaumont  Ave. 

2 

1.00 

1,360 

750,000 

511  17th  Ave. 

2 

1.25 

1,785 

786,000 

970  Anza  St. 

4 

2.00 

2,133 

1,040,000 

12  Jordan  Ave. 

" 

3 

2.50 

3,020 

1,650,000 

*  Partial  listing  of  homes  sold  in  the  Richmond  District. 


do  it  again. 

After  financing,  other  factors 
that  come  into  play  are  better 
weather,  a  larger  lot  with  backyard 
for  the  kids  to  play  in  and  a  better 
school  district.  These  are  more 
subjective  and  more  difficult  to  as¬ 
sess  because  each  situation  and 
person  are  unique. 

But  whatever  the  reason,  mov¬ 
ing  is  one  of  the  most  stressful 


times  in  a  person’s  live,  so  gather 
all  the  information  possible  and 
evaluate  carefully  before  making  a 
decision  to  trade-up. 

John  M.  Lee  is  a  top  selling 
broker  at  Pacific  Union  specializ¬ 
ing  in  the  Richmond  and  Sunset 
districts.  If  you  have  any  ques¬ 
tions  regarding  real  estate,  call 
him  at  (415)  447-6231  ore-mail 
isellsf@aol.com. 


Wi 


1  ith  long  summer 
nights  already 
here  and  the 
Fourth  of  July  just  around 
the  corner,  many  San 
Franciscans  are  planning 
for  outdoor  fun.  This 
BBQ  season,  SF 
Environment  is  offering 
some  tips  for  making  your  holi¬ 
day  picnic  less  wasteful. 

Why  not  celebrate  our  coun¬ 
try’s  majestic  purple  mountains, 
redwood  forests  and  Gulf  Stream 
waters  by  actually  helping  to 
conserve  them.  Here  are  some 
simple  suggestions  for  minimiz¬ 
ing  your  BBQ’s  impact  on  the 
environment. 

First  of  all,  when  you  pick  a 
spot  for  your  gathering  make 
sure  it’s  easily  accessible  by  pub¬ 
lic  transportation.  Encourage 
your  friends  and  family  to  help 
improve  our  city’s  air  quality  by 
taking  the  bus,  riding  their  bikes 
or  carpooling.  Your  guests,  when 
liberated  from  the  stress  of  driv¬ 
ing  in  traffic,  will  arrive  smiling 
and  ready  to  celebrate. 


Grilling  while  helping 
the  environment 

Becky  VJike 
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HAND-CRAFTED  ALES 
GREAT  FOOD 
HOMEMADE  DESSERTS 

THE  HAIGHT  ASHBURY'S  ONLY  BREWERY 
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1398  HAIGHT  STREET 

( @  Masonic) 

415-864-PINT 


www.magnoliapub.com 

STOUT  OF  CIRCUMSTANCE  •  PRESCRIPTION  PALE 
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Just  as  important  as  how  you 
get  to  your  BBQ  or  picnic,  is 
what  you  serve. 

Shop  wisely  for  your  feast  by 
avoiding  products  with  excess 
packaging.  One  third  of  all  mu¬ 
nicipal  garbage  is  packaging,  and 
most  of  it  wasn’t  necessary  in  the 
first  place.  You  can  reduce  this 
waste  by  buying  in  bulk  and 
avoiding  single-serve  products. 
Picnics  are  the  perfect  occasions 
for  family-sized  bags  of  chips 
and  large  containers  of  home¬ 
made  potato  salad. 

When  buying  drinks,  choose 
recyclable  containers  (aluminum 
cans,  glass  and  plastic  bottles)  in¬ 
stead  of  juice  boxes.  You’ll  save 
yourself  some  money,  too. 

Bulk  items  are  almost  always 
less  costly,  and  for  every  dollar 
you  spend  on  pre-packaged 
goods  you  pay  at  least  1 0  cents 
for  the  container  and  wrapping. 

Now  that  you’ve  bought  your 
bulk  supply  of  com-on-the-cob, 
your  next  decision  is  how  to 
cook  it.  This  summer,  grill  the 
environmentally  friendly  way. 
Avoid  lighter  fluid,  charcoal  and 


wood  burning 
grills,  which  pol¬ 
lute  the  air. 
Instead,  opt  for  a 
cleaner  burning 
gas  grill  for 
wanning  up 
those  golden  ears 
of  corn. 

But  how  are  you  going  to 
serve  your  festive  fare?  Instead 
of  using  disposable  items  like  pa¬ 
per  plates  and  plastic  forks,  go 
for  washable  dishes,  cups  and 
utensils  that  you  can  use  over 
and  over  again.  Replace  flimsy 
paper  napkins  with  cloth  napkins, 
which  are  less  likely  to  blow 
away  in  San  Francisco’s  gusty 
winds.  Besides  reducing  waste, 
these  items  will  also  make  your 
picnic  a  more  elegant  affair. 

Set  up  an  area  for  collecting 
cans,  bottles  and  other  recy- 
clables  and  recruit  someone  to 
take  them  to  the  recycling  bin. 

Finally,  plan  for  leftovers. 
Bring  Tupperware  containers  or 
empty  yogurt  and  margarine  tubs 
to  send  extra  food  home  with 
your  friends. 

Becky  Wike  is  the  resident 
BBQ  expert  at  SF  Environment, 
where  she  also  runs  the  depart¬ 
ment’s  environmental  education 
program  for  SF  schools.  For 
more  information  on  waste  re¬ 
duction  and  composting,  call  the 
SF  Department  of  the 
Environment  at  (415)  355-3700. 


HARDWARE 


HARDWARE 
HAND  TOOLS 
ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING 
GARDEN  SUPPLIES 
KEYS  CUT 

WEBER  BARBECUES 


WINDOW  SHADES  CUT  TO  SIZE 
HOUSEWARES 
BATH  AND  KITCHEN  RUGS 
KITCHEN  GADGETS 
SMALL  APPLIANCES 
EUREKA  VACUUMS 
STORAGE  &  CLOSET  SUPPLIES 
VALSPAR  PAINTS 
Open  Mon-Sat  9-6,  Sundays  11-5 
www.CitySearch.com/sfo/hdweunl 


hardware 

unlimited 


931-9133 
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No  parking  problems 


Photo  courtesy  of  Greg  Gaar  collection 

Traffic  was  light  on  Clement  Street  at  Sixth  Avenue  when  this  picture  was  taken  in 
1928.  The  view  is  of  the  northwest  corner  of  the  intersection. 


Alexandria  Theater  'on  the  market' 


United  Artists’  Alexandria  Theater  is  located  on  Geary 
Boulevard  at  18th  Avenue. 


Continued  from  page  1 

ing  was  pursued  after  the  meet¬ 
ing. 

“The  economies  didn’t  work 
out  and  I  really  don’t  remember 
any  fine  details,”  said  Lou 
Vasquez,  vice  president  of  con¬ 
struction  for  Yamayoka 
Companies. 

Mary  Woods,  planner  with  the 
City's  Planning  Department,  said 
there  have  been  inquires  by 
prospective  buyers  about  what 
can  be  done  with  the  land  if  pur¬ 
chased. 

“The  property  is  in  an  NE-3 
coded  area,  which  means  that  is 
on  a  moderately  scaled  mixed- 
use  zoning  space.  Residential, 
business  and  retail  establish¬ 
ments  are  allowed  in  this  type  of 
zone,  but  not  fast  food  restau¬ 
rants  because  of  their  dominance 
and  proliferation.” 

Currently  showing  block¬ 
buster  movies,  such  as  Sum  of 
All  Fears,  the  theater  itself  is  on 
a  watchlist  by  the  San  Francisco 
Neighborhood  Theater  Found¬ 
ation,  a  non-profit  organization 
leading  efforts  to  preserve  neigh¬ 
borhood  movie  theaters  because 
it  claims  several  theaters  are  be¬ 
ing  destroyed  in  order  to  build 
retail  and  housing  complexes. 

“Single  and  double-screen 
theaters  that  cannot  compete  with 
large  multiplexes  have  been  tom 
down.  Since  1980,  the  City  has 
lost  more  than  35  single-screen 
theaters  and  today  has  about  20 
remaining,”  said  Alfonso  Felder, 
founder  of  the  organization,  re¬ 
ferring  to  cases  such  as  the  de¬ 
molition  of  Cinema  21  on 
Chestnut  Street  to  build  a 
Walgreens  store. 

“We  are  going  to  keep  an  eye 
on  the  Alexandria  and  as  details 
become  available,  we  will  exam¬ 
ine  our  options,”  he  said. 

If  the  Alexandria  is  torn 
down,  the  Bridge  and  the  Four 
Star  will  be  the  only  two  remain¬ 
ing  theaters  in  the  area. 

The  single-screen  Coronet 
Theater  was  purchased  by  the 
Institute  on  Aging  in  the  summer 
of  2000  from  United  Artists.  The 
current  edifice  will  be  torn  down 
to  build  a  low-income  apartment 
complex  with  health  and  recre¬ 
ational  services  for  senior  citi¬ 
zens.  Construction  is  scheduled 
to  begin  at  the  end  of  2003. 

“There  are  approximately 
140,000  seniors  in  this  City  and 


we  want  to  expand  housing  op¬ 
tions  as  well  as  services  for 
them,”  said  Judy  Loura,  develop¬ 
ment  director  at  the  Institute  on 
Aging. 

Steve  Indig,  marketing  man¬ 
ager  at  Landmark  Theaters, 
which  operates  the  Bridge,  said 
that  the  rebuilding  of  theaters 
into  other  types  of  establishments 
will  not  affect  Landmark 
Theaters  because  they  serve  a 
segmented  audience  with  special¬ 
ty  art  films  not  shown  by  the 
larger  megaplexes. 

“I  can  understand  the 
economies  of  scale  as  far  as  the 


Continued  from  page  7 

followed  (based  on  deteriorating 
facilities  as  well  as  overcrowd¬ 
ing)  imposed  one  condition  on 
receiving  its  funding  -  any  new 
facility  must  increase  its  bed 
count. 

By  simply  agreeing  to  in¬ 
crease  our  bed  capacity  by  a 
mere  1 8  beds,  the  City  is  able  to 
accept  approximately  $15  million 
in  federal  funds.  By  comparison, 
in  order  to  receive  the  federal 
grant  funds,  Los  Angeles  in¬ 
creased  its  facility  by  341  beds, 
and  Alameda  County  initially 
proposed  an  increase  of  250 
beds. 

The  proposed  plan  will  create 
a  modem  facility  that  is  humane 
and  secure.  Not  only  will  it  be  a 
dramatic  structural  improvement; 
it  will  also  provide  dramatic  im¬ 
provements  in  the  services  of¬ 
fered  to  youth  in  the  facility. 
These  expanded  services  will  in- 


other  theaters  are  concerned,  but 
we  are  lucky  because  our  patrons 
will  only  find  the  movies  they 
want  to  see  on  our  screens,  not  at 
the  megaplexes.  Landmark 
Theaters  isn't  affected  by  all 
these  changes,”  he  said. 

Any  changes  concerning  the 
use  of  the  property  the 
Alexandria  is  located  on  would 
have  to  come  before  the  SF 
Planning  Commission. 

The  SF  Board  of  Permit 
Appeals  and  the  SF  Board  of 
Supervisors  could  also  render  a 
decision  if  future  land  use  issues 
arise. 


elude  educational  and  recreation¬ 
al  facilities,  as  well  as  mental 
health  and  substance  abuse  ser¬ 
vices  and  peer  outreach. 

Construction  projects  in  the 
west  side  of  San  Francisco  will 
pose  many  challenges  and  I  rec¬ 
ognize  the  burden  that  this  will 
place  on  some  residents.  Be  as¬ 
sured  that  I  am  committed  to 
working  with  the  neighborhoods 
most  affected  by  the  construc¬ 
tion.  Through  frequent  updates,  I 
hope  (as  much  as  possible)  to 
mitigate  any  problems  that  may 
arise. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or 
concerns  about  the  Juvenile  Hall 
issue,  or  any  other  issue,  please 
do  not  hesitate  to  contact  me  by 
phone  at  (415)  554-6516  or 
e-mail  at  Tony_Hall@sfgov.org. 

Tony  Hall  is  a  San  Francisco 
supervisor  representing  District 
7. 


Tony  Hall:  Juvenile  Hall 


Angelina's  Deli 
Cafe  and  Catering 

Open  7  Days,  6:30  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 
221-7801 

6000  California  St./22nd  Ave. 

"Your  Source  for  Imported  Cheese  in  the 
Richmond  District. " 

Heavenly  Food  -  Down  to  Earth  Prices 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

DR.  JONATHON  D.  GRAY  •  HYPNOSIS 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 


Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


□CEAN  BEACH 


eesT  s/WDWicHes  in  me  Richmond : 

Fresh  Roosted  Turkey  Breast  Sandwiches. 
Sourdough  Rolls  Baked  Fresh  Dally. 


SfllRDS  ■  DESSERTS  ■  UJIN€  ■  BEER  ■  SOFT  DRINKS 


Pf  HOT  SPOT 

MasterCard  and 
RTM  Cards 
Rccepted 

734  La  Playa  ■  221-2031 

OP€N  7  l)RVS  ■  Monday  -  Saturday  8:30  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
■  Sunday  10  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 


FULL 

Selection 
of  Cold 
Cuts  and 
Cheeses 


Fresh  Mode 
Gyros  Doily 

Beef,  Lamb 
or  Chicken 


_ 

Pick  up  The  Richmond 
Review  every  month  at 

ONE  OF  OUR  NEWSRACKS 


Geary  Boulevard 

Geary/Masonic  (SAY  comer)  Geary/17th  Ave.  (N/E  comer) 
Geary/ Arguello  Blvd.  (N/E  comer)  Geary/18th  Ave.  (N/W  comer) 
=-Geary/4th  Ave.  (Cala  Foods)  Geary/20th  Ave.  (S/E  comer) 
Geary/6th  Ave.  (N/E  comer)  Geary/27th  Ave.  (Cala) 

CLEMENT  STREET 

Clement/4th  Ave.  (S/E  corner) 

Clement/8th  Ave.  (  S/W  corner) 
Clement/25th  Ave.  (S/E  corner) 

Other  Locations 

Laurel  Village  -  2  (Cal  Mart/Miz  Browns) 
Sacramento/Presidio  Ave.  (S/E  corner) 
Califomia/Presidio  Ave.  (N/W  comer) 

3838  California  St.  (CPMC) 

Cabrillo/7th  Ave.  (Safeway) 

Balboa/37th  Avenue 

V.A.  Medical  Center  -  Clement/42nd  Ave. 

. 
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Your  Future  Needs  English 

/  9  levels  of  conversational  English  classes. 

/  Specialists  in  TOEFL  preparation. 

/  Business  English  for  foreign  students. 

<Z  Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  classes  (year-round  program). 
/  First  4  hours  FREE! 

/  TOEIC  preparation. 

/  GMAT/GRE  preparation. 

Authorized  under  federal  law  to  enroll  non-immigrant  alien  students. 


—isi ^ &i£ 

-TOEFL  Test-,  ^ 

San  Francisco 
Institute  of  English 

Since  1987 

3301  Balboa  St. 

Call  for  free  brochure  750-1755 

Fax:  750-9939 

Licensed  by  the  council  for  private  and  post-secondary  education. 


a  game! 

TREND’S  Rash  Cards 

Proven  effective  for  learning 
basic  skills!  TREND  has  17  titles 
for, language  arts  and  math, 
including  phonics  and  fractions. 
Self-checking,  quick-sorting 


cards.  Fun  activities 
included  for 
individual  and 
group  practice. 


•  .  pnwreWonJs  | 
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shoes 


shoes 


Educational  Exchange 

600  35th  Ave.  •  (415)752-3302 


A 


vantage 


1)  Superiority  of 
position  or  condition 

2)  Benefit  resulting  from 
some  course  of  action 


Call  The  Richmond  ReView 
for  advertising  rate  information 

(415)  831-0463 


July  Calendar  of  Events 


1-7 

Butterfly  Count:  Children  age 
five  and  up  can  learn  about  local 
butterflies,  how  to  identify  them 
and  tally  the  nearby  butterfly 
population  to  be  included  in  a 
nationwide  butterfly  count, 
Randall  Museum,  199  Museum 
Way,  Saturday,  July  6, 1  p.m.  to  3 
p.m.,  $3.  For  more  information, 
call  554-9600. 

Guns  of  San  Francisco:  Listen  to 
an  illustrated  talk  about  the  con¬ 
crete  gun  emplacements  at  the 
Presidio,  at  the  Presidio's 
,  Battery  Chamberlin,  Saturday, 
July  6  and  Sunday,  July  7, 1  p.m., 
rain  cancels,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  561-4323. 

8-14 

History  Lecture:  The  SF 
Historical  Society  presents  "Ian 
Ruskin  and  the  Harry  Bridges 
Chautauqua,"  a  three-part  pre¬ 
sentation  concerning  the  life  and 
times  of  Harry  Bridges,  UCSF 
Laurel  Heights  Campus,  3333 
California  St.,  Tuesday,  July  9, 
7:30  p.m.  For  more  information, 
call  673-6864. 

Computer  Class:  Patient  instruc¬ 
tors  teach  seniors  how  to  use 
computers  in  four  sessions,  San 
Francisco  Senior  Center,  890 
Beach  St.,  Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays  beginning  Tuesday, 
July  9, 10  a.m.  to  noon,  $50.  For 
more  information,  call  923-4486. 

Storytelling:  Sheila  Rubin  in¬ 
vites  the  whole  family  to  listen 
as  she  reads  tales  for  all  ages, 
Anza  Branch  Library,  550  37th 
Ave.,  Tuesday,  July  9, 10:30  a.m., 
free.  For  more  information,  call 
557-4277. 

Prostate  Cancer  Lecture:  Learn 
about  the  diagnosis  and  latest 
treatments  of  prostate  cancer. 
Mount  Zion  Hospital,  1600 
Divisadero  St.,  Herbst  Hall,  sec¬ 
ond  floor,  Tuesday,  July  9, 12:10 
p.m.  to  1  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in- 
formation,  call  476-6547. 

Hiking  Lecture:  Director  of 
Outdoors  Unlimited,  Ari  Derfel, 
shares  information  and  tips 
about  the  best  places  to  hike  in 
California,  UCSF  Health 
Sciences  West  Building,  513 
Parnassus  Ave.,  Room  300, 
Wednesday,  July  10, 12:10  p.m. 
to  1  p.m.,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  476-6547. 

Ballroom  Dance  Classes: 
Couples  can  learn  the  Cha  Cha, 
Tango,  Waltz  and  more  in  a  se¬ 
ries  of  six  lessons  at  the 
Commodore  Sloat  School 
Auditorium,  Ocean  Avenue  and 
Junipero  Serra  Boulevard,  six 
consecutive  Thursdays  evenings 
beginning  July  11,  $60  per  cou¬ 
ple.  For  more  information  or  to 
register,  call  661-2746. 


A  new  San  Francisco  Zoo 
emerged  in  dramatic  style  June 
29  with  the  unveiling  of  the 
“New  Zoo”  and  the  opening  of 
the  Lipman  Family  Lemur 
Forest,  an  exhibit  featuring  some 
of  the  world’s  most  critically  en¬ 
dangered  primates  and  reflecting 
the  72-year-old  institution’s 
movement  towards  its  new  agen¬ 
da  as  a  conservation  zoo. 

Visitors  will  also  experience  a 
new  main  entrance  accessed 
from  both  Sloat  Boulevard  and 
the  Great  Highway,  a  secured 
parking  lot,  the  Friend  and  Taube 
Family  Entry  Village,  Zoo  Street, 
new  art  installations,  a  new 
4,000-square-foot  indoor  cafe 
and  a  fully-restored  Dentzel 
Carousel. 

Visitors  will  enter  the  zoo 


Feng  Shui  Lecture:  The  Chinese 
Culture  Center  of  San  Francisco 
sponsors  a  free  brown-bag  lec¬ 
ture  on  Feng  Shui,  750  Kearny 
St.,  Friday,  July  12,  noon,  brown 
bag  lunch  available  for  $5.  For 
more  information,  call  Hon  Seng 
Cheng  at  986-1822. 

Landscaping  Work  Party: 

Volunteer  to  help  landscape  at 
the  California  Palace  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor,  Lincoln  Park, 
Saturday,  July  13, 9  a.m.  to  1 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  750-3502. 

Puppet  Show:  The  Pennyroyal 
Puppet  Theatre  presents  "Sweet 
Betsy  from  Pike;"  a  tale  about 
the  California  gold  rush, 
Richmond  Branch  Library,  351 
Ninth  Ave.,  Saturday,  July  13, 3 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  557-4277. 

Line  Dancing:  The  Singletarians 
host  line  dancing,  with  an  in¬ 
structor,  1187  Franklin  St., 
Sunday,  July  14, 1  p.m.,  $4.  For 
more  information,  call  731-9022. 

15-21 

"Insects  in  the  Library:"  Ages  5 
and  up  are  invited  to  view  and 
learn  about  local  critters, 
Parkside  Branch  Library,  1200 
Taraval  St.,  Tuesday,  July  16,  2 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information 
or  to  sign  up  for  the  program, 
call  753-7125. 

Circus  Act:  Watch  a  circus  act 
entitled  "Mystic  Reality"  at  the 
Ortega  Branch  Library,  3223 
Ortega  St.,  Wednesday,  July  17, 7 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  557-4277. 

Urban  Composting  Workshop: 

A  certified  compost  educator 
will  tell  you  how  to  turn  yard 
waste  into  rich  garden  soil  in  a 
workshop  offered  in  both 
Russian  and  English,  Argonne 
Community  Garden,  15th 
Avenue  north  of  Fulton  Street, 
Saturday,  July  20, 10  a.m.  to 
noon,  free.  For  more  information 
or  to  register,  call  285-7584. 

22-31 

Storytelling:  Reader  Diana 
Shmiana  shares  her  Magic  Book 
of  Wonders,  Sunset  Branch 
Library,  1305  18th  Ave.,  Tuesday, 
July  23,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  557-4277. 

Singing  and  Storytelling: 

People  of  all  ages  are  welcome 
to  participate  in  sing-along  sto¬ 
ries,  Presidio  Branch  Library, 
3150  Sacramento  St.,  Thursday, 
July  25,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  557-4277. 

Roundtable  for  Caregivers:  A 

Roundtable  discussion  of  op¬ 
tions  in  the  community  for  care¬ 
takers,  Swindells  Center  for 


through  the  Friend  and  Taube 
Family  Entry  Village,  built  in 
classic  Arts  &  Crafts/California 
Coastal-style.  The  area  will  pro¬ 
vide  a  multitude  of  visitor  ser¬ 
vices,  including  new  ticket 
booths,  zoo  membership  station, 
restrooms,  information  desk  and 
Wild  Connection,  a  new  4,000- 
square-foot  gift  shop  with  espres¬ 
so  bar. 

One  of  the  most  evident  phys¬ 
ical  changes  at  the  New  Zoo  is 
the  relocation  of  the  main  en¬ 
trance  to  the  westernmost  end  of 
the  zoo  grounds.  All-day  parking 
in  the  400-car  lot  will  cost  $4  per 
vehicle.  Free  street  parking  is 
still  available  on  Sloat  Boulevard 
and  Herbst  Road. 

For  more  information,  call 
753-7080  or  visit  www.sfzoo.org. 


Adult  Day  Care  Services, 
California  Pacific  Medical 
Center,  3698  California  St.,  sec¬ 
ond  floor,  Thursday,  July  25, 5:30 
p.m.  to  7  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  Regina  at  600- 
2692. 

Blood  Sugar  Screening:  The 
Community  Health  Resource 
Center  conducts  a  free  screen¬ 
ing,  Stonestown  YMCA,  3150 
20th  Ave.,  Friday)  July  26, 10 
a.m.  to  11:30  a.m.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  923-3155. 

Planting  African  Violets:  The 

African  Violet  Society  helps 
those  who  want  to  learn  how  to 
plant  African  Violets,  Golden 
Gate  Park  Senior  Center,  Fulton 
Street  at  37th  Avenue,  Saturday, 
July  27,  9:30  a.m.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  771-2342. 

Insurance  Lecture:  The  Older 
Women's  League  invites  the 
public  to  a  lecture  meeting  with 
financial  planners  and  insurance 
specialists  to  help  seniors  deter¬ 
mine  if  they  need  long-term  care 
insurance,  Saturday,  July  27, 
10:30  a.m.  to  12:15  p.m.,  free.  For 
more  information  and  event  lo¬ 
cation,  call  989-4422. 

Eyesight  Seminar:  Attend  the 
Institute  of  Aging's  seminar 
about  eye  care  for  seniors,  1426 
Fillmore  St.,  third  floor, 

Saturday,  July  27, 2  p.m.,  free. 

For  more  information,  call  292- 
8715. 

SF  Symphony  Concert:  Enjoy 
an  outdoor  concert  featuring 
classical  favorites^  food  and  bev¬ 
erage  vendors,  face  painting  and 
jugglers  and  the  chance  to  meet 
orchestra  members  demonstrat¬ 
ing  their  instruments  before  the 
concert.  Golden  Gate  Park, 
Sharon  Meadow,  Sunday,  July 
28, 2  p.m.,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  503-5474. 

Poetry  Reading:  Five  local  poets 
read  from  their  work  in  a  pre¬ 
sentation  called  "Poetry  for 
Passionate  People  Presented  by 
Word  Painters,"  Anza  Branch 
Library,  550  37th  Ave.,  Tuesday, 
July  30, 7  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  557-4277. 

Flea  Market:  Donate  or  pur¬ 
chase  household  items,  jewelry, 
knickknacks  and  other  quality 
items  from  the  St.  Anne's 
Church  flea  market,  St.  Anne 
Church's  lower  hall,  Judah  and 
Funston  streets,  Saturday,  Aug.  3 
and  Sunday,  Aug.  4,  9  a.m.  to  2 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  681-8719. 
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